
PRESS RELEASE: Museum seeks support for landmark new exhibit (for immediate release) 
 

In late October the Brockville Museum was honoured with the Ontario Museum Association’s Award of 

Excellence for their 2019 exhibit “Travel Trunk: Unpacking Brockville’s Cultural Stories”.  Now, the team 

is turning their attention to their most ambitious exhibit project to date “Painting Picnic with Prudence 

Heward” set to open in Spring 2020.   

“Painting Picnic with Prudence Heward” will celebrate the local work created by this notable Canadian 

artist as well as works by her friends, including members of the Beaver Hall Group and Group of Seven 

painter, A. Y. Jackson.  The Beaver Hall Group (1920-1923) was unusual in that it was one of the first 

groups of Canadian painters that included both female and male artists.    

Although Heward lived in Montreal, she spent her summers at the family’s cottage at Fernbank, 

immediately west of Brockville.  There, she was known to host “painting picnics”. As a result, many 

largely unknown paintings of Brockville and its environs are contained in the collections of some of this 

country’s most notable galleries.  The Brockville Museum has set out to uncover these local works and 

to bring them home to Brockville, if only temporarily, for a very special exhibit next summer. 

The success of this project, however, rests with the community, as the museum requires significant 

financial support to make this exhibit possible.  For the past year, staff at the Brockville Museum have 

been following-up on leads and applying for loans of works from various galleries and private collectors.  

As they get closer to 2020, the team is finalizing the arrangements and is bringing this vision to fruition. 

“Bringing these works together and to Brockville is not without some significant costs” says Brockville 

Museum Curator/Director, Natalie Wood. “We are bringing in pieces of art from multiple locations 

across Ontario and Quebec that require specific environmental controls and handlers who have 

experience with art.  The paintings being accumulated are irreplaceable pieces of Canadian art history 

and those lending us these works expect a high standard of care” she adds. 

In addition to standard conservation and crating fees charged by lending institutions, shipping costs will 

make up a significant piece of the exhibit budget. Upon arrival, there are also the regular costs 

associated with mounting the exhibit including text panels, labels, and exhibit furnishings. 

To help defray the cost of this ambitious exhibit, the Brockville Museum has launched a sponsorship 

campaign through which supporters may contribute at various levels ranging from $50 - $2,500.  The 

greater the sponsorship, the greater the benefit for doing so, including tickets to an exclusive gala 

exhibit opening event.  Thanks to early sponsors, the museum is already a quarter of the way toward 

meeting its needs.  All donations are eligible for a charitable tax receipt.  For more information about 

sponsorships contact the Brockville Museum (613) 342-4397, visit the museum’s website, or email 

museum@brockville.com. 

 “There is no doubt this will be an expensive exhibit” concludes Wood, “but the result will be a National 

Gallery-level art installation right here in Brockville.  This will be the first time these pieces have ever 

been exhibited together, let alone in Brockville where they were painted (which is notable in itself) and 

we’re confident that it will generate a lot of interest for both local people and visitors alike.” 

Prepared Tuesday, November 12, 2019/4:00 p.m. 
 


