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Attendance keeps going up ahead of busy summer season!
Let’s start this issue of the Monitor off with one
heck of a good news story: general visitation to
the museum for the period of January 1—May 31
has more than doubled this year as compared to
the same period in 2013! Now that’s something
to celebrate.
We’ve been fortunate to have been able to report
a steady increase in annual visitation with every
issue of the Monitor since 2013, and indeed, we
can see a steady increase for the January-May
period every year since then, with the exception
of spring 2017 which took a bit of a hit as a result
of flooding and Canada150 planning.
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But this year in particular we’ve been blown
away by a marked increase in visitation
specifically during March Break and the Victoria
Day Long Weekend. We believe that we can, in
part, attribute these two dramatic spikes to the
opening of the family-friendly, “Travel Trunk:
Unpacking Brockville’s Cultural Stories” exhibit
(for the former), and the opening of “My Story,
My Tattoo” exhibit (for the latter), as well as a
general increase in the number of tourists
coming to Brockville for the Railway Tunnel.
Whatever the reason, we’re excited by these
stats, and they drive us to continue to increase
our presence and visibility, and continue to
inspire us to challenge ourselves to develop
unique and engaging exhibits and programs.
Throughout this (long over-due, sorry about
that) issue of the Monitor, we hope that we will
inspire you to visit, recommend, or, yes, even
donate to, the museum. We hope that you will
discover a new initiative that grabs your
attention or a project that revitalizes your
commitment to the Brockville Museum.
There is a lot happening at the Brockville
Museum and along side our ambitious goals,
innovative undertakings, and popular annual
events, we are rising to the challenge of a
number of changes. Thank you joining us on
this ride and for your continued support!

Sorry if you missed it
There is always something going on at the museum. The best way to stay up to date on all our
happenings is to follow us on Facebook. We also keep the “What’s On” calendar on our website
current, and use the published Snapd Calendar of Events. A list of upcoming events is also
available at the museum’s front desk. Here are some highlights since our last edition of the Monitor.
Heritage Skills Workshop Series: Last fall we
presented our second annual Heritage Skills
Workshop Series. It was so successful that it will
be back this fall with all new topics, AND we’re
going to offer both afternoon and evening
workshops! Pictured is our Corn Husk Art
workshop from November.

Winners of our Museum@Night: Steampunk Invasion costume
contest.

Lecture Series We had another fantastic group
of speakers from across the province this past
February and March. We appreciated everyone’s
patience as we implemented a new reservation
partnership with the Brockville Arts Centre
which significantly cut down on the
administrative time required by museum staff.
and allowed us to offer on-line sales.

Museum@Night We’re two-thirds through our
Museum@Night series. This year the series took
on a “counter-culture” theme. In March we had
a 70s night, and in April we had a “Steampunk
Invasion”, and invasion is definitely the right
word! Our last Museum@Night event takes
place on May 31 and the theme is “Inked!”

Friends Book Sale: The Friends of the
Brockville Museum hosted their annual used
book sale April 8-12. Funds raised help support
museum programs, exhibitions, and other
initiatives.
A near-full house for the lecture by Dr. Brian Foss on the
Beaver Hall Group.
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A Vision to 2032 & a New Museum
Our Curator/Director and Board of
Management have made a couple of
appearances lately at the City’s Economic
Planning, Recreation, and Tourism Committee
discussing the critical failures of the museum’s
current building, especially its lack of space
that is impacting our ability to collect, preserve,
and share our community’s history.
We
thought that now was an important time to
share some more information on our exciting
plans for the future.
In November 2018 the Board of Management
passed a motion identifying the shortcomings
of the museum’s current building and
identified a desire to seek relocation in time for
the City’s Bicentennial in 2032. Since then, we
have been quietly working to build support,
including the publication of a brochure about
the museum’s services, and speaking with
Council and Mayoral Candidates during the
municipal election last fall.
In December our Board struck a “2032 Steering
Committee”. The committee includes two
Board Members, a member of the Friends
Executive, and the Chair of the Leeds and
Grenville Genealogical Society (a key
stakeholder and building tenant).
In April we put out a Request for Proposals
seeking bids from museum consultants to
conduct a Feasibility Study that would provide
guidance for the size, location, construction,
mandate, and operation of a relocated and
expanded Brockville Museum, taking into
account the needs of the community and of our
growing collection.
We received four excellent proposals from
well-qualified industry consultants and we are
in the process of submitting a grant proposal
for funding to help cover some of the costs of
the study. If all goes well, we expect to
conduct the study in early 2020. This study
will provide us with the much needed plan and
road map that will get us through the next
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twelve years and help us achieve
ambitious, but much needed goal.

our

This will be a long but exciting process that we
hope will lead to the development of a new
museum building worthy of our community’s
unique history and our meaningful collection.
We believe that 2032 is a realistic, albeit
ambitious, time frame and a relevant
anniversary year for the celebration of our
community’s history.
As we continue to develop these plans and
head towards 2032, we will be embarking on
some significant fundraising campaigns. We
hope that you will continue to support our
programming and exhibition initiatives as well
as our 2032 vision in the years to come.
We can’t wait to share the findings of our
Feasibility Study with you, but we’re a year
away from that. In the meantime, if you would
like to know more about the issues we face at
our current location or how you can help us
achieve our 2032 vision, please feel free to
contact the museum.

How you can help NOW:


Make a monetary donation to the
Friends of the Brockville Museum



Consider making a bequest—
putting our 2032 project in your will



Letting others know about why you
support the Brockville Museum



Attend our programs and events
and share your experience on social
media (and get others to come too!)



Tell your elected officials
(municipal, provincial, and federal)
that the Brockville Museum is
important to our community and
needs their support

Exhibit News
An important strategic priority for the Brockville Museum is a dynamic exhibition schedule that
includes the renewal of older exhibitions, the creation of unique temporary exhibits, and interesting
partnerships that bring engaging travelling exhibits to Brockville from other museums.
In 2018, our exhibition program included two temporary exhibits: “Remembering Ice Storm ‘98”
and “Pieces of Brockville”.
As we headed into 2019 we took on the ambitious redevelopment of our old Children’s Playroom.
Thanks to generous funding from the Friends of the Brockville Museum we were able to hire exhibit
consultants to help us create an important and interactive family-friendly exhibit about
immigration. The exhibit opened on Family Day (February 18).
Refugees for Brockville posted a review of the new exhibit on Facebook: “This amazingly inclusive
and interactive exhibit details newcomer experience, journeys, motivations, and backgrounds. It is a
must-see for every family—and every person– living in Brockville and area. Thank you to the
Brockville Museum for celebrating diversity and fostering inclusion and awareness through
beautiful storytelling and innovative engagement!”

“My Story, My Tattoo”
On May 18, we opened the travelling exhibit “My
Story, My Tattoo” from the Wellington County
Museum and Archives. This unique art exhibit
displays stunning photographs of tattoos
accompanied by the personal stories behind each
piece of art. “My Story, My Tattoo” is on display
until September 2, 2019. Special thanks to the
Friends of the Brockville Museum for covering the
rental and shipping costs of this travelling exhibit.

“Farm Fresh Ontario”
A young visitor explores the new “Travel Trunk”
exhibit.

September 16 – December 20, 2019 we’ll be hosting
the Archives of Ontario’s travelling exhibit, “Farm
Fresh Ontario”. The illustrative exhibit details the
history of farming in the province. We will be
augmenting the exhibit with agricultural pieces
from our own collection.

“Painting Picnic with Prudence Heward”

Our temporary exhibit room has been turned into an art
gallery for “My Story, My Tattoo”, summer 2019.
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Work continues on our ambitious 2020 temporary
exhibition celebrating the Brockville and area
artwork created by Beaver Hall Group member,
Prudence Heward. We have secured the loan of
some spectacular pieces from galleries and
museums across the province. We are still seeking
support from the community to help cover the
costs of this unique exhibit.

From Our Art Collection
The Brockville Museum is thrilled to announce
the recent acquisition of a piece of art by the late
Ruth Eliot (1913-2001). The oil painting depicts
a shoreline scene as viewed from the family
cottage at Fernbank.
The Eliot cottage was located next door to a
cottage owned by the Heward family. The
Hewards were members of the Montreal
establishment, but were related to the
prominent Brockville Jones family. Prudence
Heward (1896-1947) was a member of the
distinguished Beaver Hall Group of painters
based in Montreal, but she spent her summers
at the family cottage at Fernbank and was
friends with the Eliots.
Although Prudence Heward is best known for
her portraits, which she painted from her studio
in Montreal, a number of her paintings depict
Brockville and area scenes, including the Blue
Church at Maitland, the Black Church near
Athens, and the Brockville rail yards, among
others. Her friends, including Group of Seven
artist, A.Y. Jackson, would visit her at Fernbank
in the summer for “painting picnics”, creating
their own works of the area. Neighbour Ruth
Eliot would often join Prudence and her friends
on these painting picnics, and is recognized to
have studied under both Jackson and fellow
Group of Seven member, F.H. Varley, among
others.
The Brockville Museum will be celebrating
Prudence Heward’s Brockville connection with
a very special exhibit, “Painting Picnic with
Prudence Heward” in summer 2020.
The
exhibition will include works by Heward (and
Jackson) that feature Brockville and area scenes.
The Brockville Museum does not have any
Heward paintings in its collection, but will be
borrowing works from both private collectors
and other museum institutions to assemble this
unique story.
The recently acquired Eliot
painting will appropriately be included in this
exhibition.
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Curator/Director, Natalie Wood poses with the newly acquired
Eliot painting in our textile and art collection storage room.

The Brockville Museum wishes to extend a
sincere thanks to Evelyn Walters for the
donation of the Eliot painting to the museum’s
collection and for her assistance in locating
Brockville-related Heward works for the
purpose of this exhibition. Walters is the
author of “The Women of Beaver Hall” and
“The Beaver Hall Group and Its Legacy”.
The museum is looking for help funding the
creation of this unique exhibition. We’re
looking for sponsors and supporters to help
cover the costs of the required loans, shipping,
and exhibit fabrication. Contact the museum
for more information.

Did You Know…
Group of Seven artist A.Y. Jackson had his own
connection to Brockville! His grandfather,
Henry F.J. Jackson had a Real Estate and Loan
Agency in Brockville in the 1890s.

Staffing News
As many of you know, our Administrative
Assistant/Registrar, Alison, has been on
maternity leave since September. In April,
however, Alison notified us that she had
accepted a wonderful new position with the
City of Kingston as the Civic Collection
Technician. Ellen, who has been filling in on
the maternity leave, will remain in the role
until a permanent replacement can be found.
We expect to be able to announce the new
Administrative Assistant/Registrar by
September.
A word from Alison...
To all of the amazing museum volunteers,
members and staff…
While I am sad that I never had the
opportunity to say goodbye to many of you, I
want you to know that I am very grateful to
have had the opportunity to meet and
work along side you over the past few years.
Brockville is an amazing City that has such
passionate citizens who care and understand
the
importance
of
telling
Brockville’s remarkable history. I am truly
lucky to have been a part of such an amazing
community.
Thank you for making my time in Brockville a
memorable one. I wish you all the best.

Summer students, Ally and Edward.

Introducing our Summer Students
The Brockville Museum is fortunate to have two
summer students this season assisting with
family-friendly programming, outreach
activities, and with our walking tours
Edward joins us as our Tour Guide/Museum
Ambassador, and will be leading most of our
walking tours and taking our “pop-up
museum” out into the community this summer.
Edward grew up in Cornwall, but his family has
just moved to Brockville. He is a recent Master’s
graduate from the University of Hong Kong and
will be starting his PhD in the coming academic
year.
Ally will be working to increase the number of
children and youth who visit the museum,
either as part of a visiting family, or as a school
group. She will also be helping lead our
walking tours. Ally grew up in the Brockville
area, and is currently enrolled in the Biomedical
Sciences program at the University of Ottawa.
Both students are joining us on a Young Canada
Works grant funded by the Government of
Canada.

Alison, with baby Charlotte, in front of one of the City of
Kingston’s “artifacts”, the Spirit of Sir John A.
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Follow Us on Instagram!
The Brockville Museum joined the “Insta”
community in February 2018. Since then,
we’ve earned over 600 followers!
Our Instagram features a behind-the-scenes
look at our collection and the work we do to
preserve, maintain, and share the objects,
photos and documents that represent our
community’s past (we also take part in some
nerdy museum hashtag events). We love
sharing the unique, quirky, and sometimes just
photogenic objects we get to work with
everyday.
So, if you’re not already following us on
Instagram, we highly recommend it! (We’re
also on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, and
we recommend following us there too).

Interpretation & Public Program Coordinator, Peggy, went
out to Refugee Island on May 23 to scope our the island’s
walking trail.

Join us for Breakfast and a Tour!
We are thrilled to be partnering with
Brockville’s signature Island Breakfast event this
year to provide guided historical walking tours
of Refugee Island. The walks will be offered on
Thursday, June 20th and Friday, June 21st, and
are included with your Island Breakfast ticket!
Our tours on the island will be relatively short,
but will offer a prelude to what you might
expect on one of our traditional historical
walking tours, especially our Brockville’s
Historic Waterfront tour. Given the high water
levels this, we do recommend rubber boots if
you’re heading out to Island Breakfast, and
especially if you plan on joining on our exciting
tour of the island.
Ticket for Island Breakfast are available at the
Brockville Tourism Office and are just $12/adult
if purchased in advance.
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Sample Brockville Museum Instagram posts

Exciting Grant Announcements
The Friends of the Brockville Museum are
excited to announce the recent awarding of
two community grants that will help the
museum develop and deliver new and
engaging programming in the community.
Brockville and Area Community Foundation:
$1,500 towards the purchase of equipment
and materials for a pop-up museum display
that will literarily “pop-up” at local
businesses and festivals this summer. Follow
us on Facebook to learn more about when
and where you can expect this new pop-up
cultural experience!
Brockville Legacy Fund: $850 for the
purchase of new handheld GPS units that
will be used for our school programming that
combines orienteering, mapping and
Brockville’s “hidden” past. Details of this
program will be in our new 2019/2020
educational program brochure.

Recent Friends Contributions
The Friends of the Brockville Museum
contribute thousands of dollars annually
towards museum programs, exhibitions,
marketing, and collection care.
Notable recent projects include:
Costs for French Language translation
of all exhibits

Camera and professional lighting
equipment for photographing the
collection for the online database

“Travel Trunk” research and exhibition
development costs

Rental and shipping costs of “My Story,
My Tattoo” travelling exhibit

Rack Cards, Visitor Guide, and highway
sign advertising

“Brockville Oral Histories” interview
series airing on YourTV
Your financial donations to the Friends helps
the museum develop and deliver new and
innovative programming and initiatives.
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Friends chair, Nancy Nicholson (second from left) helped open the
“Travel Trunk: Unpacking Brockville’s Cultural Stories” exhibit
following the Friends AGM on February 23.

Friends Seek New Board Members
The Friends of the Brockville Museum held their
Annual General Meeting on February 23. The
meeting coincided with the official grand opening
of the “Travel Trunk” exhibit, a project that was
sponsored by the Friends and a Canada150
Community Foundation grant.
The 2019-2020 Executive Board of Directors was
elected and included: Nancy Nicholson, Ralph
Newson, Paul Sheppard, Pamela Davies, and
Carole Joling. David Pound was also elected, but
was replaced by Nancy Van Ulden in March.
The Friends of the Brockville are currently
working to identify, organize, and execute some
significant fundraising events, recognizing their
need to generate some substantial funds for the
museum’s 2032 redevelopment goal. To this end,
the Friends are seeking new, energetic executive
board members who have experience leading and
organizing fundraising activities.
If you’re interest in helping by joining the Friends
Executive, please contact board chair, Nancy
Nicholson at nanjnicholson@gmail.com.
The mission of the Friends is to: “support the
Brockville Museum's operations, services and
programming, financially and materially”.

Spotlight on Volunteers: Katy
Katy joined us in May as an intern, completing
a placement requirement for her Certificate in
Museum Management and Curatorship from
Fleming College. She will be with us until midAugust. The internship requirement provides
students like Katy with the opportunity to gain

real-world experience in their chosen career
field and explore different aspects of museum
operations first hand and under the direction
of industry professionals.
Katy is working on the Open Drawer Project,
re-cataloguing part of our Archival collection
under the supervision and direction of
Administrative Assistant/Registrar, Ellen. She
is concurrently working on a school research
project into how small museums (like ours) can
effectively provide reasonable access to
archival holdings given their real resource
limitations.
Katy also has a BSc. Archaeology from Trent
University as well as
a Chef Training
Certificate. When asked about her interest in
museums, she says “Museums and
archaeology have been in my blood since the
first time my parents showed me a dinosaur
and my passion for heritage, history and
education has never stopped growing. My
dream is to bring understanding of the
importance of heritage to all communities, big
and small.”

Thank You, Volunteers!
A huge “Thank You” goes out to all our
volunteers for all the work you do.
Volunteers contributed almost 4,000 hours
in 2018.
Special thanks to the Friends of the
Brockville Museum for sponsoring our
Volunteer Appreciation lunch held at Court
House Lodge in October 2018.
Volunteers continue to serve in the vital
roles of Visitor Services, Gardens, and on
the Open Drawer Project. Volunteers also
serve on the Executive Board of the Friends,
the museum’s own Board of Management,
and on the Collection Committee.
Interested in volunteering? Contact our
Community Engagement Officer, Viktor and
we’ll work to match your interests with a
museum need.
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Volunteer Linda D. receives a 20-year service certificate
from Board Chair, Chuck, and Community Engagement
Officer, Viktor at our Fall Volunteer Appreciation event.

Programming Notes
Talk & Tea
Have you come out for a Talk & Tea yet? Talk
& Tea is a casual lecture about various historical
themes where you’re encouraged to share your
own stories and memories over some tea (or
just listen to others). Talks usually last about
an hour and take place on the second Thursday
of each month at 2pm. Talk & Tea is $3 for
members, or just $5 for non-members—includes
a cup of tea and a treat. Is there a topic you
would like to see covered? Let Peggy know!
phause@brockville.com
Criminal Past Walking Tours
Back for a 5th season, join us on this tour to
explore some darker stories, including that of
Canada’s largest bank heists, the twisted tale of
the last man hanged in Brockville, and discover
exactly what happened to John Simpson’s skin.
(Not recommended for children). $8/person,
advance booking recommended.
Historic Waterfront Tour
New for 2019 is "Brockville's Historic
Waterfront" walking tour, which explores the
changing landscape of Brockville's much loved
waterfront, from shipwrecks to an atomic
lighthouse, and factories to million dollar
yachts. Those seeking a more general history of
Brockville's history and development will enjoy
this tour that meanders along Brockville's
beautiful waterfront. $8/person, advance
booking recommended.
Family-Friendly Drop-In Programs
During regular operating hours on Saturdays
between July 6 & August 24, we will be offering
special value-added programming for families
visiting the museum. These drop-in programs
will feature hands-on activities based on current
exhibition themes. Registration is not required
and participation is included with your
admission-by-donation.
Heritage Skills Workshop Series
Will be back this fall and we’re adding an
evening offering
to the already popular
afternoon time slot. Stay tuned!
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2019 Calendar of Events
June 13 @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Brockville Hotels
June 20-Aug 23
Thurs. @ 3pm & Fri. @ 7pm
Brockville’s Criminal Past Walking Tour
June 20-Aug 23
Thurs. @ 7pm & Fri. @ 3pm
Brockville’s Historic Waterfront Walking Tour
Saturdays July 6—August 24:
Family-Friendly Drop-In Programs
July 11 @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Phillips Cables
Tuesday, July 16 @ 7pm:
“Raising A Glass” for the Brockville Museum
Annual Fundraising Event
August 8th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Boat Building in Brockville
September 12th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Brockville’s Social Clubs
September 25th, October 30th &
November 27th @ 1pm & 6pm:
Heritage Skills Workshop Series
September 28th, 10am-4pm:
Culture Days @ the Museum
October 10th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Brockville’s Parks
October 4th-5th:
Friends Annual Silent Auction
Follow us to go behind the scenes & stay up to date:

