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From a Record-Breaking Summer to a Highly Anticipated Exhibit Plan!
We are pleased to report that our upward
visitation trend continued through the summer
months with July in particular hitting
exceptionally good numbers. Of course we do
credit the Tunnel for the increase in visitation to
Brockville, but we are delighted that we are
being seen and included in these visits.
6% of our summer visitors were from overseas.
That represents a 1% increase in overseas visitors
for each of the last three years.
Surprisingly, Wednesdays were our most
attended day, followed by Saturdays. We’re also
happy to see that visitors are spending more time
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at the museum than in the past (8% more time
than in 2017).
Lastly, we observed that visitors this summer
where more generous than in the past, with a
12% increase in admission-by-donation revenue
over 2017.
If you’re not as in to stats as we are, you may be
more interested in what is coming up at the
museum rather than what has already happened.
As we transition into fall we are looking forward
to our Heritage Skills Workshop Series and
planning our Annual Winter Lecture Series
(surprisingly, not that far away). Talk & Tea
continues on the second Thursday of every
month, and of course the Friends of the
Brockville Museum Silent Auction is fast
approaching on October 12th &13th.
But what we are now most excited about is our
unfolding exhibit schedule. There have been a
number of developments over the past few
months that have accelerated and brought about
new exhibit plans that we can’t wait to share
with you– see page 4 and 5 of this newsletter for
all the latest!
Interestingly, Twitter was essential to some of
these exhibit developments, rewarding our
participation with this media. We continue to
work to improve our Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram content to attract both virtual and real
Submitted by N.W.
followers!

Friends Kitsch & Collectibles Silent Auction

Oct. 12th & 13th

Sorry if you missed it
There is always something going on at the museum. The best way to stay up to date on all our
happenings is to follow us on Facebook. We also keep the “What’s On” calendar on our website
current, and use the published Snapd Calendar of Events. A list of upcoming events is also
available at the museum’s front desk. Here are some highlights from the past few months.
Raising a Glass for the Brockville Museum:
The 8th Annual Raising a Glass fundraising
event took place on August 21st. The event
featured beer, wine, spirit, and food sampling
from local restaurants, distilleries, breweries,
and wineries. The event was nearly sold out
with 58 people in attendance! A special thank
you to: The Noshery, The Barley Mow, The
Georgian Dragon Ale House & Pub, Brockberry
Cafe & Suites, Union Jack Pub, Blue Gypsy
Wines, King's Lock Craft Distillery, Windmill
Brewery, and to our musicians James
Mackenzie & Katelyn Ressler. THANK YOU!!!
Historical Walking Tours: Our Criminal Past
Walking Tours were back this summer to rave
reviews. The weather cooperated on Fridays
and we saw a 43% increase in attendance! This
summer we also introduced an all-new
Waterfront Sunset Tour on Wednesday
evenings in August; however the weather was
much less accommodating and only one tour
took place. Our Historical Walking Tours will
be back in summer 2019 with some new stories,
times ,and dates!
Submitted by N.W.

Our Awesome Summer Students
A huge THANK YOU goes out to our two
summer students, Justin and Declan who
worked so hard this summer delivering
walking tours and programming! We’d like to
thank the Government of Canada who
supported Justin’s position through the Young
Canada Works program and the Government
of Ontario who supported Declan’s position
through the Summer Experience Program.
Without the support of these government
agencies we would not be able to provide such
meaningful work experience to local students.

2

Friends Kitsch & Collectibles Silent Auction

New(ish) Faces

Oct. 12th & 13th

Back in February, Peggy Hause assumed the
position of Interpretation and Public Program
Coordinator after long-time programmer, Amy
Mackie took a position with Parks Canada in
Northern Ontario.
In her seven month tenure, Peggy has learned a
lot about Brockville and its history and has
been busy implementing new programs that
cater to a variety of interests and ages. Of note,
Peggy has redeveloped our “Discovery Packs”,
developed a host of new programs for Talk &
Tea and for delivery at area retirement and
nursing homes, provided direction to the
summer students on developing familyfriendly drop in programs during the summer
months, created an all-new historical walking
tour, and has recently distributed an education
brochure to area schools with unique and
curriculum-appropriate content. Heading into
the fall Peggy is busy with the Heritage Skills
Workshop Series and identifying speakers for
our Winter Lecture Series.

Peggy poses on Blockhouse Island during a practise run of the
all-new Waterfront Sunset Tour.

Ellen poses for a self-portrait for the Museum’s Instagram,
introducing herself as Alison’s temporary replacement.

It wasn’t long after Amy left that
Administrative Assistant/Registrar, Alison
McMahon announced that she and her
husband, Mark were expecting and that she
would be taking maternity leave starting in
late-August. After a thorough recruitment
campaign we were delighted to be able to hire
former summer student, Ellen O’Dair, as
Alison’s temporary replacement. Ellen has
already jumped head-first into assessing our
archival collection and is developing a strategy
for tackling the organizational challenges that
that collection poses. She has also taken over
our Instagram account, showcasing our
collection and the daily tasks of a collection
technician.
(Oh, and we are pleased to be able to announce
that Alison had a healthy baby girl on
September 3rd.)

Learn more about our staff by visiting our “About” page on our website:
www.brockvillemuseum.com
Submitted by N.W.
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Exhibit News
In 2014 we started on a five-year plan to refresh all of our exhibit galleries and to plan for more
temporary and travelling exhibits. It is hard to believe that we are coming to the end of the plan.
But this doesn’t mean that we’re done, in fact, we are already working on the next five years thanks
to some very exciting developments! What does this mean? You can expect something new every
year! And these next two years are going to be exceptional!
Museum is working with Latourneau Heritage
Consulting in Kingston to deliver this
professional and modern exhibit. This exhibit is
being made possible through the financial
generosity of the Friends of the Brockville
Museum.

My Story, My Tattoo

Summer Student Declan films a new BMuse episode
about our “Pieces of Brockville” exhibit.

On Now: Pieces of Brockville
Inspired by some of the large, architectural
pieces hidden away in the museum’s storage
rooms, our latest temporary exhibit, “Pieces of
Brockville”, invites visitors to explore the
history of some of Brockville's landmark
buildings that are no longer with us through
the pieces that were saved and donated to the
museum. It highlights some of the factors that
contribute to the loss of old buildings as well
as the efforts to preserve other heritage
buildings. The exhibit runs until April 2019.

“Newcomers” Exhibit Project moving
ahead sooner than expected
We are delighted to announce that the
tentatively named, permanent, “Newcomers”
exhibit will open on Family Day (February
18th), 2019! This highly anticipated familyfriendly and interactive exhibit will replace the
current children’s play room in Beecher House
with stories about the many people who have
made Brockville home and will deal with the
topic of immigration and refugees.
The
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For something a little different, we will be
hosting a travelling exhibit from the Wellington
County Museum and Archives, “My Story, My
Tattoo” between May and September, 2019. This
exhibit looks at why some people get tattoos and
the special stories that they tell. To supplement
this exhibit with some local content, we are
looking for Brockville residents with some cool
ink who are willing to have us photograph and
display their tattoo and accompanying story–
contact us if you’re interested.

NEW People of Brockville Exhibit
Sponsorship Opportunity
Back in 2014 we launched our “People”
sponsorship initiative. That project resulted in
the sponsorship of 18 exhibit panels and in 2016
we opened our popular “People of Brockville”
exhibit featuring those panels. The time has
come to add a couple of panels to this exhibit so
we are reaching out to you, and asking for panel
sponsors for:
 Eliza Jones (and the “Jones” Women: Elsie
Bedford-Jones, Gwynneth Bedford-Jones,
and Faith Berghuis)
 Eve Mainwaring
Sponsorship is $200 and your name will be
included on the panel. Please contact Natalie if
you are interested in supporting this project.
Submitted by N.W.

Exhibit News… the BIG story
As if the developments listed on the previous page weren’t exciting enough, we’ve got a heck of an
announcement to make about a temporary exhibit that we are planning for 2020 … We are
currently working with a number of significant museums, galleries, and private collectors to host an
exhibit featuring the art work of Beaver Hall Group member, Prudence Heward.
Prudence Heward (1896-1947) lived in Montreal
but she was a descendent of the Jones family, a
prominent Loyalist family that had settled in
Brockville a hundred years before she was born.
Her family maintained their connection to
Brockville with a cottage at Fernbank, where
Heward spent many of her summers. It was here
that Heward hosted “painting picnics” for her
friends in the Beaver Hall Group, including Sarah
Robertson and A.Y. Jackson (of Group of Seven
fame).
As a result of these painting picnics, there are a
number of paintings by Heward (and her friends)
of Brockville area scenes. These paintings are
scattered among friends and family, private
collectors, and
at museums and galleries
throughout Ontario and Quebec.
The Brockville Museum is currently negotiating
loan agreements with many of these collectors and
institutions to bring these Brockville-related works
back to Brockville for a very special temporary
exhibit in 2020 that we are calling, “Painting Picnic
with Prudence Heward”. So far we have been
blown away by the support that we have received
from those caring for these works, who seem to
share our excitement for this unique exhibition.

Curator/Director, Natalie poses with one of Heward’s
paintings, “Blue Church, Prescott” on display at the
McMichael Canadian Art Collection Gallery during a
recent research visit.
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Day of Issue stamp featuring artwork by Prudence Heward
from the Brockville Museum’s collection.

We hope that you will share in our excitement
and that you will plan on visiting us in 2020 to
see this unique collection of works assembled
in one place for the first time.
In the
meantime, we are looking for exhibit sponsors
to help us cover transportation and exhibit
costs associated with properly handling and
securing these one-of-a-kind, nationallysignificant works.
A huge thank you to Evelyn Walters, author of
“The Women of Beaver Hall” and “The Beaver
Hall Group and Its Legacy” for facilitating
some essential connections and for sharing her
knowledge with us and with the Twitterverse! This exhibit would not be happening
Submitted by N.W.
without her passion.

Friends Kitsch & Collectibles Silent Auction

From the Photographic Archive
This is Butterfield Park at the intersection of
Pearl Street East and North Augusta Road with
Murray Street featured prominently (and just a
little bit of Bennett Street in the left hand
corner). Photo is c1945 and was taken by
Murray Studios.

Oct. 12th & 13th

Butterfield Park

Before being turned into a park, this piece of
land was a hay field owned by George
Butterfield. Before his death in 1948, Butterfield
donated this property to the City of Brockville
for use as a park. After his death, the rest of
Butterfield's estate on the east side of North
Augusta Rd was sold to developers who turned
the area into a residential neighbourhood,
adding Cochrane Dr. and Butterfield Place. The
old Butterfield house is still there.

Thank You Friends!
You are receiving this newsletter because you
are a member of the Friends of the Brockville
Museum. As such, we thought you might like
to know a bit more about what the Friends do
and how they contribute to the Museum’s
success.
The Friends of the Brockville Museum serve as
a charitable arm of the Brockville Museum
raising funds for special projects, exhibitions,
programming, and conservation. The Friends
are governed by an executive committee that is
elected annually at an AGM usually held in
February (the next AGM will be February 23,
2019). The Friends hold annual fundraisers to
help meet their fundraising goals, including the
Annual Used Book Sale in April and the Annual
Kitsch and Collectible Silent Auction held in
October (coming up this October 12th and 13th).
The funds raised by the Friends are essential to
the Museum’s operation.
In addition to attending and/or volunteering at
Friends events, we encourage you to make
charitable donations to the Friends to support
museum initiatives sponsored by the Friends.
Tax receipts are issued for amounts over $20.
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Welcome to our new Co-Op
Student
The Brockville Museum is pleased to be
able to offer high school co-op placement
opportunities for local students
interested in graining real world
experience working in a museum
environment. In fact, we have hosted
eight co-op students since 2014 and have
just welcomed a new student this fall!
Please join us in welcoming Hunter to the
museum community!

Hunter points to his favorite object as part of our
Culture Days activities.
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Municipal Election
As you cast your vote this October we hope
that you will consider a candidate’s position on
the museum and the tourism and cultural
sectors. On the next two pages we have
included information provided by the Ontario
Museum Association about the role museums
play at a local level and how municipal support
of museums is good for everyone. On the
previous page is a breakdown of how the
Brockville Museum, specifically, operates, what
we do, and some recent accomplishments to
drive home the message that we continue to
develop and respond to community needs.
This information is also available at the
museum in a brochure form and has been
distributed to all local candidates. Election Day
is October 22.
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Our “About Us” brochure highlights who we are, what we
do, and what we need. This brochure is available at the
museum.

Interested in Volunteering?
As you know, we rely heavily on our amazing
and dedicated volunteers to keep our doors
open.
In fact, our front desk volunteers
contributed almost 1,500 hours in 2017 (that’s
a contribution equivalent to $21,000 at
minimum wage—and we all know that the
value far exceeds minimum wage!) Our Open
Drawer Project volunteers put in just as many
hours making our collection accessible online.
These volunteer activities are essential to our
operation.
We’re always looking for volunteers with
unique skills and experience to help us out.
If you’re interested in supporting the museum
by volunteering with us, our Volunteer
Coordinator will work with you to find the
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best role that suits your skills, experience, and
goals. We want your volunteer experience
with us to be mutually rewarding and
satisfying! When you’re ready, please fill out
a volunteer form and we’ll be in touch!
Current Opportunities:


Archive Assistant (Open Drawer Project)



Programming Assistant



Visitor Services/Front Desk



Special Event Helper

Ready to volunteer? Email or call Viktor
today: vkaczkowski@brockville.com; 613-3424397 ext. 6223

Friends Kitsch & Collectibles Silent Auction

Oct. 12th & 13th

Programming Notes
Talk & Tea
Second Thursday of the Month @ 2pm
Have you come out for a Talk & Tea yet? Talk &
Tea is a casual lecture about various Brockvillerelated historical themes where you’re encouraged
to share your own stories and memories over some
tea (or just listen to others). Talks usually last about
45 minutes and take place on the second Thursday
of each month year round at 2pm. Talk & Tea is free
for members, or just $2 for non-members. Is there a
topic you would like to see covered? We’re
currently planning for 2019, so let Peggy know!
phause@brockville.com
Heritage Skills Workshop Series
Last Wednesday of the Month Sept-Nov @ 1pm
Featuring “Pioneer Skills”, this unique series of
“Make & Take” adult workshops features hands-on
learning experiences that allow participants to
explore largely forgotten skills and techniques and
learn more about the museum’s collection. Preregistration is required as capacity is limited to
ensure the best possible experience. $15/workshop.
Contact Peggy to register: phause@brockville.com
or call 613-342-4397 ext. 6225
Annual Winter Lecture Series
Tuesdays @ 10am February 4-5, 2019
Our Adult Winter Lecture Series will be back for a
16th season in February featuring inspiring guest
speakers who will present on unique themes of
Canadian culture and history. Specific speakers and
topics will be announced in early January. Check
our website and social media for updates.
Museum @ Night
Last Friday of the month March-May, 2019 @ 7pm
Museum @ Night will be back in 2019 with all new
themes, music, food, trivia, and puzzles. Museum @
Night will take place on the last Friday of the month
March-May. In 2019 we’ll be looking a various
counter-cultures past and present, so stay tuned for
more details!
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Upcoming Programs & Events
October 11th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Painting Brockville
October 12th & 13th:
Friends of the Brockville Museum
Annual Kitsch & Collectible Silent Auction
October 31st @ 1pm:
Heritage Skills Workshop Series:
Preserving for Winter
November 8th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea:
Remembering War on the Home Front
November 28th @ 1pm:
Heritage Skills Workshop Series:
Corn Husk Art
December 6th @ 7pm:
Seaway Ship Enthusiasts
December 13th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Downtown Christmas
January 10th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: TBD
February 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th & March 5th:
Annual Winter Lecture Series
February 14th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: TBD
February 8th, 10am-5pm:
Family Day
Saturday, February 23rd @ 10am:
Friends AGM
March 14th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: TBD
Follow us to go behind the scenes & stay up to date:

