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The Monitor 
The Brockvil le  Museum Newsletter            Volume 35, Issue 2: Fall 2019 

Another record-breaking summer season and so much more! 

It’s official: Brockville is a bustling tourist town, 
and the Brockville Museum is an integral part of 
Brockville’s tourist offerings! 

We are delighted to reveal that our summer 
visitation is double that of 2013, continuing our 
annual trend of increasing annual visitation. 75% 
of these visitors are from out of town. And 
thanks to a targeted effort by Brockville Tourism, 
we saw a notable increase in visitors from 
Quebec; with US visits also up slightly. 

What is especially exciting about these stats is 
that they are evidence that we are meeting the 
strategic goals that we set for ourselves back in 

2014: to double general admission by 2019. The 
year is not quite over, so we will have to see how 
fall numbers translate, but overall we couldn’t be 
happier with the progress we have made on this 
particular target. 

Speaking of strategic goals, the Board of 
Management has just started working on our 
next 5-year Strategic Plan.  No doubt the plan 
will focus on making progress on our 2032 vision 
(the relocation and expansion of the museum).  
But please do keep an eye out for a survey in the 
coming months seeking your input on the future 
of the museum and what our short-term goals 
and priorities should be; you are important 
stakeholders, and we will be looking for your 
input soon! 

With summer programming now wrapped up, 
we’re focused on our fall line-up including our 
Heritage Skills Workshop Series and our next 
temporary exhibit, “Farm Fresh Ontario”. Stay 
tuned for a HUGE announcement later in 
October! 

As always, we hope this issue of the Monitor will 
share insight into what’s happening at the 
Brockville Museum and invite you to be a part of 
our exciting plans and initiatives.  We are so 
grateful to have such amazing supporters as you, 
the Members of the Friends of the Brockville 
Museum… you are the lifeblood of the museum! 
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Sorry if you missed it 

There is always something going on at the museum.  The best way to stay up to date on all our 
happenings is to follow us on Facebook.  We also keep the “What’s On” calendar on our website 
current, and use the published Snapd Calendar of Events.  A list of upcoming events is also 
available at the museum’s front desk. Here are some highlights since our last edition of the Monitor. 

Museum @ Night: Our final Museum@Night 
event took place on May 31. The event launched 
our temporary travelling exhibit, “My Story, My 
Tattoo” and featured live tattoo demonstrations, 
temporary tattoo station,  hands-on needle and 
ink station, and a photo booth where we 
documented people’s tattoos and their story. 

Raising a Glass: Our Annual food and beverage 
tasting event was held on July 16 and was once 
again a great success. A huge thank you goes out 
to our restaurants: Georgian Dragon, The Mill, 
Moose McGuire's, and the Barley Mow; and to 
our beverage providers: Blue Gypsy Wines, 
King’s Lock Distillery, and Windmill Brewery. 

Historical Walking Tours: Throughout the 
summer we offered two historical walking 
tours: the ever-popular Brockville’s Criminal 
Past, and the new Brockville’s Historic 
Waterfront.  The weather was not our friend this 
season, with most tours being affected by either 
excessive rain or extreme heat,  but those who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed their engaging 
and unusual walk through Brockville’s history. 

Pop-Up Museum: Thanks to a grant from the 
Brockville and Area Community Foundation,  
we created and circulated two pop-up museum 
displays throughout the summer, including this 
one on Brockville Pets at Pet Value. 
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As many of you know, we went through a 
hiring process this summer for our 
Administrative Assistant/Registrar position 
after Alison, who had been on maternity leave, 
accepted a wonderful new position with the 
City of Kingston as the Civic Collection 
Technician in April. On August 6 we 
welcomed Veronica Vareiro to the role. 

Veronica got her start in museums in 2010 
when she volunteered at the Royal Ontario 
Museum as a Gallery Interpreter, where she 
stayed for 5 years while pursuing her 
education. She went on to graduate with an 
Honours Double Major Degree in History and 
Humanities from York University and a 
Graduate Certificate in Museum and Gallery 
Studies from Georgian College. She gained 
extensive experience working with museum 
collections and archival documents, with a 
focus on preventive conservation, at the 
Rossland Museum & Discovery Centre in 
Rossland, British Columbia, where she was the 
Collection Manager for the past four years.  

We’re excited to welcome Veronica to 
Brockville and to the museum community.  

Staffing News 

Thank you to our Summer 
Students and Intern 

This summer the Brockville Museum benefited 
from the enthusiasm of two summer students 
funded through the Government of Canada’s 
Young Canada Works program as well as an 
intern completing a placement requirement 
through the Fleming College Museum 
Management and Curatorship Program.  
Edward, Ally, and Katy allowed us to offer 
exciting outreach and educational programming 
throughout the summer and supported 
programming, exhibitions, and collection 
development during their time with us.  We’re 
so glad that we are able to provide these 
meaningful work experiences for local students. 

Summer students, Ally and Edward. 

Veronica poses in our archival storage room where efforts at 

practicing preventative conservation are evident. 

Fleming Intern, Katy. 
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From Our Photographic 
Collection : Then & Now 

We recently did a series of Then & Now on 
Facebook, sharing images from our collection. It 
was a popular series, so just in case you missed 
it, we thought we’d share some of the posts 
here. 

Centennial (and Hardy) Park(s): shortly after opening 
in 1967. 

Reynolds Road at North August Road: 1968. 

From Our Archival Collection & 
Instagram  

This ledger book was recently featured in one of 
our Instagram posts because someone at some 
point had used part of it as a scrap book for 
quilting patterns.  But the pages untouched by 
the glue and clippings document dairy 
production in the area. (See Instagram for a 
picture of the quilting patterns). 

This ledger was issued by D. Derbyshire & Co. 

Daniel Derbyshire started making cheese in 
1874 and established the D. Derbyshire & Co. in 
1879. His company also supplied dairying 
equipment to farmers. In 1906, he had branches 
in Montreal and Peterborough. The company 
also packed milk and solid dairy produce, 
including cheese in Canada and abroad. The 
company existed until 1946. 

We’ll have more info about Derbyshire and 
Brockville’s early agricultural history this fall in 
our “Farm Fresh Ontario” exhibit, opening 
September 28. 

You can also go more in-depth and hands-on 
into the local dairy industry (both domestic and 
commercial) with our Heritage Skill Workshop: 
Milk Makes It! taking place Wednesday, 
September 25 at 1pm & 6pm (advance 
reservation is required). 
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Exhibit News 

An important strategic priority for the Brockville Museum is a dynamic exhibition schedule that 
includes the renewal of older exhibitions, the creation of unique temporary exhibits, and interesting 
partnerships that bring engaging travelling exhibits to Brockville from other museums. 

So far this year, we’ve opened our completely redeveloped kid’s room creating the family-friendly 
and thoughtful permanent exhibit, “Travel Trunk: Unpacking Brockville’s Cultural Stories”, and 
partnered with the Wellington County Museum & Archives to host the travelling exhibit “My Story, 
My Tattoo”. 

As we head into the fall, we’re focusing on our 2020 temporary exhibit, “Painting Picnic with 
Prudence Heward” that will feature a unique partnership with museums, galleries, and private 
collectors  to bring together—for the first time—Brockville-specific works of art by Beaver Hall 
Group member, Prudence Heward (and her friends, including AY Jackson).  But we need your help! 
We are seeking exhibition sponsors to help cover the high costs of the loans, shipping, and exhibit 
fabrication. See info below for info, and please contact us for more details: museum@brockville.com 

The Wellington County Museum & Archives travelling 
exhibit, “My Story, My Tattoo” was at the Brockville 
Museum May 18-September 2. 

OPENING SOON: 

“Farm Fresh Ontario” 
Between September 28 – December 20, 2019 
we’ll be hosting the Archives of Ontario’s 
travelling exhibit, “Farm Fresh Ontario”. The 
illustrative exhibit details the history of 
agriculture in the province. We will be 
significantly augmenting the exhibit with 
agricultural pieces and stories from our own 
collection, including several pieces of 
agricultural equipment made here in 
Brockville.  The exhibit will open as part of 
Culture Days celebrations on Saturday, 
September 28 (your last chance to tour the 
museum on a Saturday in 2019). 

Please consider sponsoring our 
2020 exhibit: “Painting Picnic with 

Prudence Heward”: 

 Corporate Partner   $2,500   
Support from Corporate Partners will be 
recognized with logo inclusion in the 
exhibit and on exhibit marketing material.  
Corporate Partners will receive 4 
complimentary tickets to the opening 
gala. 

 Business Partner  $1,000 
Local businesses can show their support 
with logo inclusion in the exhibit and on 
exhibit marketing material.  Business 
Partners will receive 2 complimentary 
tickets to the opening gala. 

 Paint Box Sponsor       $500 

Individuals or businesses can support the 
exhibit as a “Paint Box Sponsor” and can 
choose to have their name included in the 
exhibit and will receive 2 complimentary 
tickets to the opening gala. 

 Individual Sponsor     $250 

Individual sponsors can choose to have 
their name included in the exhibit. 

 Supporter         $50 

Every dollar helps! Supporter contributions 
will be recognized in the exhibit (in smaller 
print than the Individual Sponsor category). 
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Summer Student, Ally  shares thoughts on her experience this 

summer as our Program Assistant. 

My Summer Work Experience... 

My time at the Brockville Museum was, in 
one word, eclectic. This experience wasn’t 
exactly what I was expecting, but it turned 
out to be so much better. I’ve learned that 
there’s a lot more going on at museums than 
what meets the eye. I’ve had the opportunity 
to work with some amazing colleagues this 
summer, both staff and volunteers, and they 
have taught me so much about the museum, 
Brockville, and life itself. I have learned so 
much about Brockville’s history, from how 
we got the counties courthouse seal, our odd 
history with hippopotamuses, our previous 
relationship with Stetson Hats, and a very 
extensive history behind the making of the 
Canadian flag. My positions this summer 
were wide ranging: children’s program 
designer, pop-up museum roadie, ice-cream 
maker, dishwasher, receptionist, statistical 
analyst (that one might be a bit exaggerated). 
Through all of these different roles I learned 
very unique, useful skills, and I’m glad I’ve 
had the opportunity to learn and practice 
each.  Though my future career plans lay in 
the world of medicine and science, and not 
that of history, the skills that I have learned 
here at the Brockville Museum, I will carry 
with me forever.  

Ally poses with her “favorite object” 

Attention Teachers and Parents: 
2019-2020 School Program Brochure 

Now Available! 
Our all-new school program guide is now 
available! The colourful brochure details all our 
program offerings from grades K-12 and includes 
highlights of each program’s curriculum 
connections. 

A digital version of the brochure has been 
distributed to all area schools and is available on 
our website, but please do contact us if you’re 
interested in receiving a copy directly. 

Parents and grandparents: if you think your 
child’s class should visit the museum, please let 
the school and teachers know about our amazing 
programs! And how they can get in touch with us. 

If you’re looking for something not listed, please 
let us know!  

For details, contact Peggy: phause@brockville.com 
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The Brockville Museum employs four year-
round staff equivalent to 3.7 full-time positions. 
We have a Curator/Director, Interpretation & 
Public Program Coordinator, Administrative 
Assistant/Registrar (aka Collections Manager), 
and a part-time Community Engagement 
Officer (aka Volunteer & Event Coordinator).  
Our staff come from a variety of backgrounds 
and experiences, but all bring talent and 
professionalism to their roles (details of their 
backgrounds are available on our website under 
“About Us”).   

Our staff is also a little quirky… so to help you 
get to know us a bit better, here’s a list of “fun 
facts” we bet you didn’t know: 

 Our Curator/Director, Natalie, is currently 
training to run her first ever half-
marathon… taking place in Disney World! 

 Our Interpretation & Public Programmer, 
Peggy,  attends a Steampunk Festival every 
year… and makes much of her own 
costume by hand! 

 Our Administrative Assistant/Registrar, 
Veronica, recently lived in an alpine city 
with an elevation of 3410 feet… the CN 
Tower is only 1815 feet! 

 Our Community Engagement Officer, 
Viktor,  records aircraft registrations while 
waiting in airports and records them in a 
book published for this purpose… the 
occasional photograph is taken too. 

Fun Facts about your Staff 

Museum Staff: Natalie, Viktor, Peggy, and Veronica.. 

In July we launched an e-mail newsletter 
detailing up-coming programs and events.  All 
Members of the Friends of the Brockville were 
added to the subscription list (provided we 
have your email address).  Anyone can sign up 
for the e-blast; this can be done through a tab 
on our Facebook Page, or by contacting the 
Brockville Museum. 

The e-blast does not replace the Monitor 
Newsletter, but serves as a concise summary of 
what to expect in the coming month at the 
Brockville Museum.  This is where you can 
find out about upcoming Talk & Tea topics and 
get reminders for events. (In theory, this will 
replace the reminder emails you have 
previously received from Viktor). 

As a member of the Friends you should have 
received three of these e-blasts delivered to 
your email inbox (one for July, August, and 
September).  If you haven’t seen them, please 
check your junk or spam filters, then contact us 
to make sure your email is on the list. 

Please let us know if there is content in these e-
blasts that you dislike… we want these to be 
emails that you look forward to receiving and 
find useful, not just another piece of spam! 

NEW! E-Blast Newsletter 

New “This Month…” Post 
We also recently launched a new feature on 
social media that similarly provides a concise 
listing of what’s coming up. We’re aiming for a 
“This Month…” feature, but have occasionally 
also found a need for a “This Week…”  

We’re trying to keep social media a place to 
find information on our collection and 
Brockville’s history more than just an event 
listing, so we hope this feature will assist in 
keeping this balance, and keeping you liking 
our posts! 



8  

 

Spotlight on Volunteers: Ralph & Lynda 

Meet Lynda and Ralph Newson, the Brockville 
Museum’s “dynamic duo”!  Lynda and Ralph 
began volunteering at the museum in 2011 
upon moving back to Brockville after living for 
many years in Saskatchewan.   

Although they are the museum’s only married 
couple currently both serving as volunteers, by 
no means are they joined at the hip. Both do 
very different things for the museum.  Ralph 
has been with the Open Door project since the 
beginning but also serves as the Treasurer of 
the Friends of the Brockville Museum. Lynda 

has been the friendly face at the front desk on 
her regular Monday afternoon shift for the last 
eight years and occasionally assists the school 
programs.  Both have been instrumental in 
ensuring that both the Friends book sale and 
the silent auction are properly set up and run 
smoothly. Between them they have given well 
over 2000 hours of their time to the museum. 

By anyone’s standard, both have led fairly 
exotic lives, Ralph being a geologist who has 
spent much of his working life in the field, not 
only in Canada but as far afield as Papua New 
Guinea and Indonesia.  Lynda, a retired 
librarian has always been actively involved in 
the community wherever they may have lived. 

Since coming to Brockville they have been 
enthusiastic supporters of the museum in other 
ways too and are frequently seen at the lecture 
series, and the various dinners, balls, bus trips, 
and other fundraising events that the museum 
has put on over the last few years.  The 
museum is very grateful to this dynamic duo 
and we thank them for their time, their hard 
work, and also their financial donations.  

Friends Seek Board Members 
The Friends of the Brockville are currently 
working to identify, organize, and execute 
some significant fundraising events, 
recognizing their need to generate some 
substantial funds for the museum’s 2032 
redevelopment goal.  To this end, the 
Friends are seeking new, energetic executive 
board members who have experience 
leading and organizing fundraising 
activities. 

If you’re interest in helping by joining the 
Friends Executive, please contact board 
c h a i r ,  N a n c y  N i c h o l s o n  a t  
nanjnicholson@gmail.com. 

The mission of the Friends is to: “support 
the Brockville Museum's operations, 
services and programming, financially and 
materially”. 

From 2017: Friends Treasurer, Ralph poses with items 
supported by the Friends, including a textile storage box, 
pop-up banner, bulletin board, and even Sarah, a paid 
intern. 
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Create a Legacy that will support 
the Museum for years to come 

The Friends of the Brockville Museum are 
appealing to its members to consider making 
a bequest in support of the museum’s future 
growth.   This type of legacy gift not only 
tells others that the museum is important to 
you but can also be leveraged and invested, 
further growing your gift, allowing you to 
leave a significant impact on the museum 
and the community for years to come. 

We do want to believe that all our supporters 
will be there for the opening day of our new, 
bigger museum, but it is only through these 
types of gifts that we will ensure that that 
day comes.  

So please consider talking to your lawyer 
about making a bequest to the Friends of the 
Brockville  Museum in your will for the 
purposes of the Brockville Museum’s growth 
and development. Thank you! 

Other ways you can help: 

 Let others know about why you 
support the Brockville Museum 

 Attend our programs and events 
and share your experience on social 
media (and get others to come too!) 

 Post a review about the museum on 
TripAdvisor 

 Become a Museum volunteer 

 Renew your Friends Membership 

 Brockvillians: Tell your councillors 
that the Brockville Museum is 
important to our community and 
needs their support 

 When voting this fall, please 
consider museum- and culture-
friendly candidates 

The Annual Kitsch and Collectibles Silent 
Auction is coming up on October 4 & 5!  
Here’s what you need to know: 

 Donations of items fitting the “Kitsch or 
Collectible” theme can be dropped off 
at the museum Monday-Friday 10am-
4pm until September 27. 

 Bidding will open at noon, on Friday, 
October 4th, the museum will be open 
until 5pm, and open again on Saturday, 
October 5th at 10am. (Please note that 
the museum galleries will not be open 
on October 5th).   

 Bidding will close at 2pm on Saturday, 
October 5th.   

Funds raised by the Friends of the Brockville 
Museum are used to support the operations 
and exhibits of the Museum.  Past funds 
raised contributed to the current Travelling 
Trunk Exhibit, and the Tattoo Exhibit.  

We thank you for your ongoing support of 
this fantastic fundraiser!  It is always great to 
see all the unique treasures and all the 
familiar faces that come out annually for this 
event.  Thank you for supporting the Friends 
of the Brockville, which allows us to support 
the Museum’s programs, exhibits, and 
collections! 

Questions about the Silent Auction 
(including volunteer opportunities) can be 
directed to Friends of the Brockville Museum 
Chair, Nancy Nicholson at: 613-340-7498. 

The Friends BIGGEST fundraiser 
of the year is fast approaching! 
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Fall 2019 Calendar of Events 

 

September 12th @ 2pm: 
Talk & Tea: Brockville’s Social Clubs 

 

September 25th @ 1pm & 6pm:  
Heritage Skills Workshop Series 

Dairying: “Milk Makes It” 
 

September 28th, 10am-4pm: 
Culture Days @ the Museum 

Behind the Scenes Tours of the Collection 
Opening of “Farm Fresh Ontario” exhibit 

 

October 4th-5th: 
Friends Annual Silent Auction 

 

October 10th @ 2pm: 
Talk & Tea: Brockville’s Parks 

 

October 30 @ 1pm & 6pm:  
Heritage Skills Workshop Series 

The Hand-Crafted Sign 
 

November 14 @ 2pm: 
Talk & Tea: Brockville’s Early Industries 

 

November 27 @ 1pm & 6pm:  
Heritage Skills Workshop Series 

Victorian Ornaments 
 

December 12 @ 2pm: 
Talk & Tea: Downtown Shopping 

 

January 7, 2020: 
Annual Lecture Series Lineup Announced 

Tuesdays February 4 to March 3 @ 10am 
 

January 9 @ 2pm: 
Talk & Tea: Topic TBD 

Programming Notes 

Follow us to go behind the scenes & stay up to date: 

Talk & Tea 

Have you come out for a Talk & Tea yet?  Talk 
& Tea is a casual lecture about various historical 
themes where you’re encouraged to share your 
own stories and memories over some tea (or 
just listen to others).   Talks usually last about 
an hour and take place on the second Thursday 
of each month at 2pm. Talk & Tea is $3 for 
members, or just $5 for non-members—includes 
a cup of tea and a treat.  Is there a topic you 
would like to see covered?  Let Peggy know!  
phause@brockville.com  We’re looking for a 
local bakery or café to sponsor our 2020 Talk & 
Tea series—please contact us if interested! 

Heritage Skills Workshop Series 

Our popular Heritage Skills Workshop Series is 
back for a third installment, this year taking on 
the craftsmanship of the Victorian era. NEW 
this year is the addition of an evening offering! 

Workshops will take place on the last 
Wednesday of September, October, and 
November at 1pm and 6pm (participants sign 
up for EITHER the afternoon OR evening 
offering).  Each workshop is two hours in 
length and includes a presentation, behind the 
scenes look at our collection (unique to the 
topic), and a “make and take” hands-on 
activity. 

September’s “Dairying: Milk Makes It” will 
profile the local dairy industry and include an 
introduction to the art and technique of cheese 
making.  October’s “The Hand-Crafted Sign” 
will explore the artistry behind industrial and 
commercial sign painting, and will allow 
participants to create their own hand-painted 
sign.  Rounding out the series, November’s 
“Victorian Ornaments” will look at the 
technique of tinsmithing and the tradition of 
hand-made holiday ornaments. 

Advance registration is required.  Participants 
can sign up for individual workshops or take 
advantage of the series discount.  Contact 
P e g g y  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
phause@brockville.com . 


