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The Year of Exhibition Renewal Well Underway
Last year we promised an ambitious exhibition
schedule for 2016. Indeed, we planned for three
new permanent exhibits and three temporary
ones all for 2016. Though exhausting, it is also
exciting, and we are thrilled to say that we are
well on our way!
In February we opened the new “Brockville’s
Rail Story” exhibit. The permanent exhibit
explores the social impact of the railway as a
gathering place for Brockville residents.
Between February and early May, we hosted the
Royal Ontario Museum’s “Seeds in Disguise”
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travelling exhibit, thanks to a generous donation
by the Leeds-Grenville Stewardship Council,
Friends of the Brockville Museum and a grant
from the Department of Canadian Heritage.
On May 4th, we opened “The People of
Brockville”, which celebrates the achievements
and contributions made by Brockville citizenry
from the time of its founding to the present day.
Through objects and biographies, “The People of
Brockville” exhibition weaves the theme of larger
Brockville stories; The Brockville Rifles, the
Rowing Club and BCI all make their way into the
narrative, as do stories of immigration,
entrepreneurship and sacrifice.
And we’re not done yet… “Brockville’s River
Story” is scheduled to open in time for the Tall
Ships Festival in September and this summer, the
museum is host to the Archive of Ontario’s
travelling exhibit, “Ontario’s Sporting Past”
which will be supplemented by objects and
stories from the Brockville Museum to highlight
our own sporting history, especially our ties to
the Olympics. Then, in mid-September, the
Thousand Islanders Rug Hooking Guild presents
“The Barn Raising Project”.
It is ambitious, but we hope that it will give
people a reason to visit, and visit again!
Submitted by N.W.

Like many other individuals and groups they
have an interesting story to tell.
Fittingly, at the conclusion of the Day of
Remembrance ceremony, the new “People of
Brockville” exhibit was formally opened. In
addition to the existing 15 “People of
Brockville” panels, three new ones were
unveiled: former Mayor Ben TeKamp
(sponsored by John Taylor), historian John
Mercier McMullen (sponsored by Robin Hanna
McMullen), and politician Tom Cossitt.
Submitted by V.K.
Dutch Choir organizer, Tineke Endhoven addresses the
group during the May 4th ceremony as the choir
prepares for their next song.

Dodenherdenking
On May 4th, the Brockville Museum observed
Dodenherdenking, the Dutch Day of
Remembrance, an annual observance in the
Netherlands when those who were killed during
World War II and in subsequent conflicts and
peace-keeping missions are remembered.
This event was first held in 2015 when the
museum recognized Brockvillian Robert
Moulton, whom on May 4 1943 saved the Dutch
community of Wilnis by steering his fatallydamaged plane away from the town centre and
into a nearby bog. This year, thanks to friends
in the Netherlands and England, the museum
was gifted a part of that plane, which is now
part of the “People of Brockville” exhibit.
The Brockville Dutch Choir performed again at
this year’s ceremony, while members of the
audience could be seen singing along. The
ceremony also included personal and family
stories from those who witnessed the Dutch
Liberation, including Dinnie Moore, sister of the
late Ben TeKamp.
A two-minute moment of silence was held at 2
p.m. to coincide with the moment of silence
occurring in the Netherlands.
The local Dutch community continues to play an
integral part in the evolution of our community.
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Attendees to the May 4 ceremony check out the new
“People of Brockville” exhibit.

Open Drawer Update
More items and images are being added to
the on-line database daily! All 84 objects on
display in the “People of Brockville” exhibit
can now be viewed online, complete with
photograph. If you haven’t had a chance to
check it out, please visit our website and
follow the link under “Collection” to “Search
the Database” and enjoy! We still have a long
way to go, but we’ve made excellent progress
thanks to our volunteers!

From the Photographic Archive: Imperial Oil Tanks
In this issue’s “From the Photographic
Archives”, we take a look at the not-too-distant
past with a great shot of the Imperial Oil tanks
once adjacent to today’s Mill Restaurant.
We thought that this photo was especially
timely, given the recent installation of the new
bridge across the creek, which provides a great
“before” and “after”.
And, just for fun, we thought we’d supplement
this edition with a great aerial photo from
Murray Studios showing the tanks. Enjoy!
Above: archival image; Below: present-day photo by V.K.

Thank you for the Seeds!
February 15th—May 19th, the Brockville
Museum hosted the Royal Ontario Museum’s
travelling exhibit, “Seeds in Disguise: the
biology and lore of ornamental seeds”.
Renting this type of exhibit is quite expensive,
especially shipping costs. We’d like to thank
the Department of Canadian Heritage, the
Leeds-Grenville Stewardship Council and the
Friends of the Brockville Museum for making
it possible to bring this exhibit to Brockville.

Members of the Leeds-Grenville Stewardship Council tour
the Seeds exhibit at their April meeting.
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150th Anniversary of the Fenian Invasions of Canada
Submitted by: Brian Porter
In the early morning hours of June 1,1866, some
nine hundred Irish Fenians crossed the Niagara
River from Buffalo New York to Fort Erie and
moved inland. Premier John A. Macdonald, of
Canada West and Governor General Lord
Monck called up militia units across the
province. The Queen’s Own Rifles from
Toronto and other units from the St. Catharines
area rushed to repel the invasion.
The two forces met at the Battle of Ridgeway,
north of Fort Erie, on June 2. The two-hour
battle left nine young Canadians dead and
thirty-seven wounded, before the Fenians
withdrew back across the Niagara River.
Five days later another Fenian force crossed
into the Eastern Townships of Quebec from
Vermont and were pushed back by the militia
from Montreal.
The Fenians (Irish Republican Brotherhood)
were battle-hardened veterans of the U.S Civil
War, which had ended in April 1865. They had
raised millions of dollars to help free Ireland
from British rule by trying to take British North
America hostage.

These Fenian invasions were a real and serious
threat to the emerging new nation of Canada,
which came into existence on July 1,1867. But
they also provided an incentive to complete the
negotiations for the Confederation of all the
colonies of British North America for mutual
protection.

The Eastern Ontario militia rallied at Fort
Wellington in Prescott. The one hundred men
of the Brockville Rifles (41st Battalion), under
the command of Lt. Col. James Crawford, were
sent to secure the border crossing at Cornwall
and the fifty-five men of Captain Jacob Buell’s
Brockville Infantry Company (42nd Battalion)
guarded the three banks, the town market hall
and waterfront.

Weaknesses were exposed in the colonial
militia forces and their leadership, which led to
reorganization and improvements.

Rumours and fear were rampant along the St.
Lawrence River. Arms were being stockpiled in
towns on the New York side. President
Johnson finally upheld the Neutrality Treaty
and had the Fenians dispersed and weapons
confiscated.
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In May 1870, the Fenians again invaded from
Vermont into Quebec and were repelled by the
better-organized and better-armed militia of
the Dominion of Canada.
A monument in Queen’s Park in Toronto
commemorates these citizen soldiers and the
names of the dead are inscribed on a bronze
plaque in the Ontario Legislature.

Keep it Under Your Stetson!
We’re holding a signature fundraising dinning experience that you won’t want to miss!
Step back in time to the 1940s for “Keep it
Under Your Stetson”.
On June 18, 2016, with the participation of The
Wedgewood Retirement Resort and
singer/entertainer A. J. Benoit, you will be
treated to a unique meal and the great music of
the time.
The evening will begin at 7 p.m. in The
Wedgewood’s lovely lounge and patio area
(please note that it is a cash bar). Your host for
the event is the Museum’s Amy Mackie who
will share some of her passion for this period in
Canadian history. Dinner is at 7:45 p.m. in the
beautiful dining room followed by live
entertainment by A. J. Benoit and Trisha Reilly
accompanied by pianist Mary Ross-Comstock.

Based on the actual menu from the original
dinner, the Wedgewood’s chef will offer four
courses which will include intriguing delights
such as Chicken á la Normandy, North Atlantic
Soup, Scheldt Green Beans, and the mysterious
“Bombs Away”. Since The Wedgewood is built
where the Manitonna was located at 15 King St.
E., you will be able dine on the actual site where
the original dinner was held.
Please join us for a unique and entertaining
evening! Tickets are only $85 per person (a tax
receipt of $25 per ticket will be issued to ticket
purchasers). Seating is limited – tickets must be
purchased in advance by calling or visiting the
Brockville Museum at 5 Henry St. Tickets are
transferrable but not refundable. For further
information call (613) 342 4397 or visit
brockvillemusuem.com.
Submitted by V.K.

Back for 2016:

1946 photo of the dinner at the Manitonna.

This fundraising dinner and evening of
entertainment was inspired by a “dinner of
tribute” held on June 18, 1946, exactly 70 years
earlier. Arranged by the John B. Stetson Hat
Company to honour its employees that had
fought in World War II, it was held in the
Wedgewood Room of the Hotel Manitonna. It
was an evening filled with pageantry, good
food, and light entertainment at time when a
new sense of optimism was permeating our
land.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO
MEMBERS
The Friends of the Brockville Museum held their
Annual General Meeting on Saturday, February
13th.
Unfortunately, extremely cold
temperatures seemed to keep most of the
membership from attending.
As a result,
quorum was not obtained and no formal
meeting was able to take place.
We need your vote!
Attached to this issue of the Monitor is the
annual financial report and the slate of executive
members up for re-appointment and other
motions that would have been put forward at
the AGM. We ask that you please complete the
“return” portion of the attachment with your
vote and signature and send it to the museum.
Please do so by June 3rd, 2016.
Thank you for your cooperation. The Friends
AGM takes place on the second Saturday of
February every year.

Do you have the spirit of an actor?
We’re looking for volunteers to play a role in
our upcoming Brock Trail Spirit Walk taking
place on August 13th and September 17th.
Guests will be led along the Brock Trail for a
dramatic journey through history to discover
the spirits of some of Brockville’s historical
personalities; actors will share the stories of
some of Brockville’s greatest accomplishments
and events.
If you’re interested in possibly being cast as one
of our actors, please let Amy know:
amackie@brockville.com. We’ll be casting in
June!
Think it sounds interesting, but don’t want to
act? Join us for one of the walks! Details
coming soon.
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About our Public Programming
Submitted by: Amy Mackie
As you know, 2016 is off to a busy start for
everyone. This year we hosted one of our most
successful Adult Lecture Series to date. Almost
350 people attended our 6 lectures. Thank you
to all our volunteers that prepared delicious
cookies for our lecture attendees and to
everyone that came out to the lectures.
Talk & Tea continues to be popular with
members and visitors.
Our name change
(formerly ‘Tea With Amy’) allows us to welcome
guest speakers, like Ted Rafuse who spoke on
May 12th about the history of railway ferries.
Looking forward to the summer, I am most
excited about our Brock Trail Spirit Walk. The
chance to present some our historical events and
‘meet’ people from the past through dramatic
vignettes will put a new twist on our amazing
history. I’d love to add some music to this event
as well. So, if you want to try your hand at
acting, if you sing or play an instrument, we’d
love to have you!

Co-op student at work
The
Bro ckv ille
Museum
was
thrilled to welcome
another high school
co-op student this
spring.
Katrina,
from St. Mary, has
been busy working
on
the
Open
Drawer Project (and
seen here, sorting
printing press letter
plates). In the last
two years we’ve
hosted seven co-op
students.

Exhibiting at the Aquatarium
The long-awaited Aquatarium is now open. In
their first few months of opening, they have
welcomed 20,000 visitors.
The Brockville
Museum is happy to welcome this new tourism
partner.
We were fortunate to be invited to set up a small
display in one of their cases in the Biosphere
Hall. We seized the opportunity to showcase
some of our stories and promote the museum.
We hope that this case will help drive at least
some Aquatarium visitors across Hardy Park
and through our doors.
(Pictured left is museum Registrar, Alison
Dingledine setting up the display.)

Admission by Donation

Book Sale a Success!

The Brockville Museum is excited to announce
that we have moved to an “admission by
donation” model in lieu of set admission rates.
Since introducing the new model in January,
we have seen an increase in both visitation and
admission revenue. While it is true that some
people choose not to leave a donation, we are
finding that many people opt to leave $5/
person, which is $0.50 more than our previous
adult admission rate.
Without sacrificing
revenue, this model has also allowed us to
improve access for lower-income visitors and
young families.

New Website Launched!
In December the Brockville Museum launched a
completely updated and redesigned website!
The redesign better meets current accessibility
standards and works on multiple platforms
(smartphones, tablets and desktops). We still
have a few things to add, but we’re really
excited with the new look and the content.
Please check it out. And don’t forget, you can
search the museum’s collection online from this
site, just follow the link under “Collection”.
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Volunteers getting ready for the Friends’ book sale.

The record-breaking sale took place April 1829, and thanks to an amazing selection of
donated books, it raised $2,083. Thank you to
all the volunteers for their painstaking effort
sorting the books. Well done!
The Friends are pleased to announce that we
are offering a bus tour to Exporail the
Canadian Railway Museum on October 5th.
Details coming soon.

Looking for Exhibit Sponsors

Summer Calendar of Events

As you know, we are midway through a very
ambitious exhibit plan for 2016 and 2017, and we
need your help to make it to the end! We’re
looking for sponsors to contribute to each of the
following exhibits to help pay for professional
signs and panels and related material costs. Each
sponsor will be recognized on a plaque in the
respective exhibit room.

Thursday, June 9th:
Talk & Tea @ 2pm

Brockville’s River Story: (Permanent Exhibit) this
exhibit will look at the St. Lawrence River and
Brockville’s waterfront as the dynamic meeting
point between industry, wealth and ordinary
people. It will focus on recreational pastimes as
well as commercial enterprises. Total Cost $3,000.
Ontario’s Sporting Past: (Temporary Exhibit: JulySeptember 2016) this is a travelling exhibit from the
Archives of Ontario, but we will be adding
Brockville-specific stories to this display, including
our Olympic connections and rowing traditions.
Total Cost $500.
How Brockville Celebrated the Centennial:
(Temporary Exhibit: January-December 2017) a
look at Brockville in 1967 and how the Centennial
was celebrated with community-building projects
and events. Total Cost: $2,500.
We need your financial help to make this happen!
We invite you to choose your exhibit and the
sponsorship category with which you are most
comfortable. Donations can be made directly to the
Brockville Museum and do qualify for an income
tax receipt for the full amount.
Sponsorship Categories:
Contributor: $100
Donor: $250
Supporter: $500
Benefactor: $1,000
As always, thank you for your ongoing support!

Follow us to go behind the scenes & stay up to date:
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Spring Wildflowers
Saturday, June 18th:
Keep it Under your Stetson Fundraising Dinner
Every Friday in July & August starting July 1st
Brockville’s Criminal Past Historical Walking Tour
@ 3pm & 7pm
Thursday, July 14th:
Talk & Tea @ 2pm

Butterflies
Thursday, August 11th:
Talk & Tea @ 2pm

Fishing
Saturday, August 13th:
Brock Trail Spirit Walk
Tuesday, August 16th:
Raising a Pint for the Brockville Museum
Friday, September 2nd:
Last presentation of “Brockville’s Criminal Past”
Thursday, September 8th:
Talk & Tea @ 2pm

Preserving the Harvest
Saturday, September 17th:
Brock Trail Spirit Walk
Saturday, September 24th:
Kitsch & Collectibles Silent Auction
Saturday, October 1st:
Culture Days
Wednesday, October 5th:
Bus Tour to Exporail (Canadian Railway Museum)
details coming soon
For more information on any of these events please check
out our website at www.brockvillemuseum.com or call us
at 613-342-4397

