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The Summer Tourist Season is Now Upon Us!
Hard to believe it is already July! It has been a
very busy Spring at the museum as we worked
through the transition of a significant staffing
change and began rolling out new programs and
exhibits.
We’re also delighted to announce that it has been
a busy spring in terms of visitation as well!
January-May saw a 36% increase in visitation
over the same period last year. Much of this had
to do with a dramatic increase in January
visitation thanks to our “Ice Storm ‘98” exhibit as
well as a very busy May (likely thanks to the
Tunnel re-opening). We are optimistic that this
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trend will continue through the year, setting us
up for a record-breaking season.
An increase in visitation has also resulted in new
reviews on Trip Advisor about the museum.
Our four- and five- star reviews include
comments about friendly volunteers,
professional exhibits, and being impressed by all
our history!
We are also seeing a return on our new (and
renewed) active participation on social media
(Facebook, Twitter and Instagram). We are
clearly reaching new audiences with Instagram
in particular while Twitter is helping us network
with other heritage- and tourism- sector
institutions. The result has been that we are
better positioned to partner and participate in
sector-wide events that we otherwise would not
have known about. This included Slow Art Day
in April and National Historic Places Day on July
7th. These types of events expose the museum to
new audiences, demonstrate relevance, and
engage potential visitors in whole new ways.
As we look ahead to the rest of 2018 and on to
2019, we are focused on these goals of engaging
new audiences, demonstrating relevance, and
building community support for the museum.
As a member of our museum community we
hope that we can count on you to help us further
these challenging but important objectives.
Submitted by N.W.

Sorry if you missed it
There is always something going on at the museum. The best way to stay up to date on all our
happenings is to follow us on Facebook. We also keep the “What’s On” calendar on our website
current, and use the published Snapd Calendar of Events. A list of upcoming events is also
available at the museum’s front desk. Here are some highlights from the past few months.
Lecture Series: we had great attendance (and
some amazing speakers) for our 15th Annual
Lecture Series in February and March.
Remember to check out our website in early
January for our annual line-up announcement.

Museum @ Night: Our Second Annual
Museum @ Night series once again proved
popular. Each event featured a unique theme,
puzzles, trivia, and live entertainment.
Participants enjoyed learning more about
Brockville history and the museum’s artifacts
through scavenger hunts and riddles.

Dutch Day of Remembrance: On May 4th,
members of Brockville’s Dutch community
gathered at the museum to mark this Dutch
holiday. The Brockville ceremony was held in
conjunction with ceremonies in Holland and
England. As in the past, the Dutch Choir
performed and stories were shared.

Pop-Up Museum: On April 13th the Brockville
Museum participated in “Slow Art Day” by
holding a “pop-up museum” in City Hall
featuring artwork from the museum’s collection
not often exhibited.
Participants in our “Flashlight Tour” trying to find clues in
our exhibits in the dark and “History or Hearsay Café”
attendees trying to decide the correct history of a museum
object.
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Submitted by N.W.

A word from our new Interpretation and Public Program Coordinator
Peggy Hause has now been at the museum as
the Interpretation and Public Program
Coordinator for almost five months! In that
time she has had to learn a lot of Brockville
history! But she has hit the ground running
and has been actively creating and delivering
new programs since March. We’re excited to
see what Peggy has planned to continue to make
the museum engaging and relevant to audiences
of all ages.
Do you have a question, comment or suggestion
about Museum Programming? Or want to book
Peggy for a presentation? Contact Peggy at
phause@brockville.com

If you have little ones with you check-out the
new Time Travellers Family Drop-In program
that runs on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the
month from June-August. Learn about the
history of the city through games, activities,
and crafts- participation is by donation! And
check out our new Discovery Packs available at
the front desk for children 10 and under!
Don’t forget Talk & Tea on the 2nd Thursday of
each month. Join use in an informal talk about
interesting parts of Brockville’s history.
For more information be sure to check out
www.brockvillemuseum.com!

From Peggy:
Thank you all for making my first few months
as the new Interpretation and Public Program
Coordinator a wonderful experience!
One of my goals in this position is to bring in
more school and children groups by
developing close partnerships with area
schools to create unique museum programs
that fit their needs. While of course,
maintaining the monthly outreach programs
for local nursing homes and retirement homes.
This summer there should be a program for
everyone to enjoy at the museum!
Starting July 6th, Brockville’s Criminal Past
Walking Tours will be running every Friday
until August 31st. On this 90 minute walking
tour of downtown Brockville, hear the deadly
stories, and learn the gruesome history of some
of the most notorious cases to come out of the
Brockville courthouse.
Beginning August 1st and running every
Wednesday night for the month will be our
new Waterfront Sunset Walking Tour against
the backdrop of a 1000 Island summer sunset.
Be captivated by the story of a city and people
moulded by the river.
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Peggy poses with the new “Discovery Pack” program. One of
Peggy’s first tasks was to redevelop the “Back-Pack Program”.
Submitted by P.H.

Exhibit News
We continue to roll out our five year exhibition plan to refresh the museum’s gallery spaces and
ensure that there is always something new to see at the museum. Since 2016 the four galleries in
Beecher House have been completely redone, while elsewhere in the museum several permanent
displays have been updated and we’ve hosted several temporary exhibits.
This spring all of the permanent exhibit signage was translated into French thanks to a financial
contribution from the Friends of the Brockville Museum. French language text is now available in
all our permeant exhibit galleries.

Remembering Ice Storm ‘98
Between January and April of this year we had a
temporary exhibit marking the 20th anniversary
of the 1998 Ice Storm. This exhibit was well
received by visitors who shared their own
memories of that notable event. It also provided
us with excellent media coverage, including CBC
radio.

Pieces of Brockville

Curator/Director, Natalie Wood shows off some of the
objects on display in the Ice Storm exhibit that were
loaned to the museum specifically for the exhibit.

Inspired by some of the large, architectural pieces
hidden away in the museum’s storage rooms, our
latest temporary exhibit, “Pieces of Brockville”,
invites visitors to explore the history of some of
Brockville's landmark buildings that are no longer
with us through the pieces that were saved and
donated to the museum. It highlights some of the
factors that contribute to the loss of old buildings
as well as the efforts to preserve other heritage
buildings. The exhibit runs until April 2019.

Update on “Newcomers” Exhibit Project
In Fall 2017 we undertook an exciting research
project to compile information on the various
immigrant groups that have arrived in Brockville.
This research project was the first step towards
developing our exciting new permanent exhibit,
“Newcomers”, which we hope to open by 2020.
We are currently working on acquiring
appropriate objects for this exhibit, developing
content, and creating the exhibit’s overall design.
We are currently looking for exhibit sponsors to
Summer Student, Justin, exploring the museum’s latest help make this important exhibit a reality.
temporary exhibit, “Pieces of Brockville”.
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Submitted by N.W.

From the Photographic Archive (and Art Collection)
Last fall we were so excited to receive two
Katrina Buell paintings into our collection.
Then, over the winter the donor of the paintings
contacted us about a photograph she had found
showing Buell working on one of the paintings!
You wouldn’t believe our excitement at the
prospect of having this photograph to pair with
the painting itself! Both pieces have now been
catalogued (along with the other Buell painting
and several other items relating to Buell) and
are available on our online database. (018.9.3 &
018.13.1)
Katrina Buell was born c1867 in Brockville and
was the daughter of Colonel Jacob Dockstader
Buell and Margaret Sophie Buell (and was the
great grand-daughter of William Buell). She
first studied art under Percy Woodcock, the
principal of the Brockville Art School (between
1887 - 1889) before being appointed an
instructor in 1890.
In the 1890's she traveled to New York to
continue her education under American artists
Kenyon Cox and Arthur Wesley Dow, and in
London under Frank Brangwyn. Around 1900
she went to Paris, where she studied under
Alcide Le Beau and Charles Guerin. She stayed
in Paris until 1914 when she moved to an artist
colony in Newlyn in Cornwall, England, and
lived and worked there from 1914 to 1918.
She returned to Canada around 1920 and
bought a house in Toronto, Ontario where she
became a leading member of the Women's Art
Association. In 1927, acting for the Association,
Buell chaperoned Emily Carr, on her first visit
to Toronto. Here she introduced Carr to her
own friends, among them were members of the
Group of Seven, A.Y. Jackson, Lawren Harris,
and J. E. H. MacDonald.
Buell divided her time between Brockville and
Toronto. She passed away at the age of 71 in
September of 1938 and was buried with her
family in Brockville's Oakland Cemetery.
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Submitted by N.W.

Staffing News
As many of you know, our Administrative
Assistant/Registrar, Alison, is expecting.
She will be taking a year of maternity leave
starting in late August to spend time with
her newborn. In preparation for this, we
posted the position in May and conducted
interviews in June. We received a number
of applications from well qualified
candidates, and are delighted to announce
that Ellen O’Dair will be joining us to fill
this temporary vacancy.
Many of you may remember Ellen. In 2015
and 2016 Ellen was one of our summer
students working on our collection. Since
that time she has completed her Masters of
Information Studies and has worked as a
librarian in the Office of the Auditor
General. Ellen is excited to be returning
home to Brockville and to the museum.

Summer student, Declan poses in our collection storage room.

Introducing our Summer Students
The Brockville Museum is fortunate to have two
summer students this season assisting with
programming and with the collections.
Some of you may remember Declan Dawes from
last summer- he's back! Declan has now
completed his second year at the University of
Toronto where he is doing a double major in
History and Art History. After his experience
with us last summer he has decided to pursue a
career in the museum field, so we're super excited
to be able to provide him with more museum
experience. Declan joins us on an Ontario
Summer Experience Program grant funded by
the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport.
Justin Vanderkloet is joining us this summer as a
Programming Assistant. Although he attended
BCI for high school, he is from the Athens area
where his family owns a farm. He has just
completed his first year at Western University
where he is majoring in History and Classical
Studies. Justin joins us on a Young Canada Works
grant funded by the Government of Canada.

Ellen assists Alison with storing an 19th century military
tunic during her time with us in 2016.
Submitted by N.W.
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Summer student, Justin during a walking tour practice run.

Spotlight on Volunteers: Anna Collett
If you have been into the museum on a Friday
afternoon you might have been greeted by
Anna’s cheery face. Anna, a Grade 12 student
at BCI has been with us since March and
although she has accumulated the necessary

required volunteers hours to graduate, has
kindly chosen to stay on with us for the
duration of the summer. She is interested in
history and enjoys engaging with the
community.
In addition to greeting visitors she has been
assisting with the Open Drawer Project. She
enjoys the hands-on experience and is
fascinated by the notion that lives lived in the
past can impact our current lives.
Anna will be leaving us at the end of the
summer to study history at McGill and the
aspect of history that interests her the most is
the progression of society itself and the roles
both popular culture and counter-culture have
played throughout history.
Away from school and the museum she enjoys
art, reading biographies, thrift shops, and
antiquing. Here guilty pleasures are cheesy 70s
TV shows and garlic bread!
Anna has a fertile and enquiring mind and as a
result we are certain that will do well in her
studies and whatever career she decides upon.
Submitted by V.K.

Thank You, Volunteers!
A huge “Thank You” goes out to all our
volunteers for all the work you do.
Volunteers contributed over 4,300 hours in
2017.
We’d like to send a very special shout-out to
all the volunteers who prepared goodies for
our Annual Lecture Series and our Museum
@ Night events– we received many
compliments on the quality and deliciousness of the food.
The Friends of the Brockville Museum
would also like to thank all the volunteers
who helped with their annual used book
sale in April. The Book Sale brought in over
$2,000 for the Friends, (the highest grossing
book sale on record).
Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers!
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A sample of the delicious spread prepared by volunteer for
our first Museum @ Night event in March.

Programming Notes
Talk & Tea
Have you come out for a Talk & Tea yet? Talk
& Tea is a casual lecture about various historical
themes where you’re encouraged to share your
own stories and memories over some tea (or
just listen to others). Talks usually last about
45 minutes and take place on the second
Thursday of each month year round at 2pm.
Talk & Tea is free for members, or just $2 for
non-members. Is there a topic you would like
to see covered?
Let Peggy know!
phause@brockville.com
Criminal Past Walking Tours
Take a historical tour of downtown Brockville
and hear the curious accounts of one of
Canada’s largest bank heists, the twisted tale of
the last man hanged in Brockville, and discover
exactly what happened to John Simpson’s skin,
among other true stories. $8/person. Runs
Fridays at 3pm & 7pm in July & August.
Tickets available online through Snapd Tix.
Waterfront Sunset Tours
The St. Lawrence River has always held a
special place in Brockville history. Discover
how the waterfront and river have shaped
Brockville and end the tour with a spectacular
1000 Islands sunset. $8/person.
Runs
Wednesday evenings in August at 7pm.
Time Travellers Family Drop-In Programs
Calling all Time Travellers! Come explore
Brockville history with the museum this
summer as we try our hand at different historybased games, activities, and crafts at our new
family drop-in program! Participation is
included with your admission by donation!
Runs on the 1st & 3rd Saturday of the month
(July & August) 10:30-12:30.
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2018 Calendar of Events
Fridays in July & August @ 3pm & 7pm:
Brockville’s Criminal Past Walking Tours
July 7th & 21st @ 10:30am:
Time Travellers Family Drop-In Program
July 12 @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Historic Buildings
Wednesdays in August @ 7pm:
Waterfront Sunset Walking Tour
August 4th & 18th @ 10:30am:
Time Travellers Family Drop-In Program
August 9th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Smarts Manufacturing
August 21st @ 7pm:
Raising A Glass for the Brockville Museum
Annual Fundraising Event
September 13th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Newcomers
September 26th, October 31st &
November 28th @ 1pm:
Heritage Skills Workshop Series
September 29th:
Culture Days @ the Museum
October 11th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Painting Brockville
October 12th-13th:
Friends Annual Silent Auction
November 8th @ 2pm:
Talk & Tea: Topic TBD
Follow us to go behind the scenes & stay up to date:

