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Happy New Year!
2014 was a spectacular year for the Brockville
Museum. Thanks to a tremendous amount of
support from the Friends of the Brockville
Museum and a huge army of volunteers, a great
deal of progress was made. Perhaps the greatest
achievement is the Open Drawer Project. After
years of fundraising and planning the project
really got underway this year. We are pleased to
announce that all of the museum’s threedimensional artifacts have now been entered into
our electronic database! It was a very Merry
Christmas indeed! In the new year, volunteers

will be trained on handling and cataloguing our
archival documents. In the meantime, the online
version of the database is up and running…
there may still be a few typos and we don’t have
pictures for everything yet, but the information is
out there now! If you’d like to sneak a peek (and
“open a drawer” so to speak), visit our website
and follow the link under “Collections”. A huge
thank you goes out to the Friends, the Ontario
Trillium Foundation and the many volunteers
who made this project possible.
Submitted by N.W.
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Introductions may be in order…
here’s some stuff you may not have known about your museum staff
is ultimately responsible for the overall
operation and administration of the museum
and liaises with the museum’s Board of
Management, City Hall, and Friends of the
Brockville Museum. She loves that every day at
a community museum offers something
different. Natalie spends her free time
volunteering with the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, travelling, and hiking. She recently
moved to Brockville and adopted a black lab
puppy which is keeping her plenty busy.
L-r: Amy Mackie, Viktor Kaczkowski, Alison Dingledine
and Natalie Wood.

The Brockville Museum has a dynamic team of
four: Natalie Wood (Director/Curator) and Amy
Mackie (Interpretation and Public Program
Coordinator), who are both full-time, and Viktor
Kaczkowski (Community Engagement Officer)
and Alison Dingledine (Museum Administrative
and Collections Assistant), who are both parttime. All of us are 100% committed to what the
museum does and the role it plays in our
community. We all share a love of history and
the world around us and are passionate about
sharing Brockville’s fascinating past with others.
Natalie has been with the Brockville Museum
since early 2013. Before that, she spent five
years learning more about flour and wheat than
anyone should know in a lifetime while
managing the Old Stone Mill National Historic
Site in Delta. Her previous museum experience
also includes the McLachlan Woodworking
Museum, the Pump House Steam Museum and
the Marine Museum of the Great Lakes in
Kingston. Natalie was inspired to pursue a
museum career after she attended a National
Heritage Fair in sixth grade, representing her
class project in New Brunswick. She later
obtained a degree in History and a Certificate in
Museum Studies. At the Brockville Museum she
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Amy unknowingly began her museum training
at age nine as a costumed volunteer at Fort
Wellington in Prescott. From there, volunteer
positions at Upper Canada Village, Homewood
Museum and the Forwarder’s Museum filled her
summers and piqued her interest in history. She
spent 11 years at Charleston Lake Provincial
Park as a member of the Natural Heritage
Education staff. She remains a contributing
naturalist for Ontario Parks’ many provincewide monitoring programs and continues to
have a great love for natural history. A graduate
of Queen’s University she specializes in
Canadian Military History, especially the First
World War and has extensively toured
battlefields in France, Belgium and the
Netherlands. She has been with the Brockville
Museum for 7 years. Her ability to share
Brockville’s story with depth and passion makes
her a sought-after public speaker and she
conducts museum programs both on- and offsite to a wide variety of age groups. She and her
husband live in an 1830s farmhouse near New
Dublin and her love of nature and the outdoors
are well reflected in her interests, whether it be
curling, making and selling preserves and other
garden products, or tending to her bees and
quails.
Viktor’s career path has taken him full circle.
Although having completed a graduate degree

in geography, much of his professional life was
spent at the parliaments of Ontario and
Saskatchewan as a Legislative Clerk. Now in a
new phase of his life, he draws upon the
knowledge and experience from his time as a
summer historical interpreter at Ste. Marieamong-the-Hurons in Midland, Ontario where
he grew up. His role as community engagement
officer at the Brockville Museum, which he has
held since 2009, includes volunteer coordination,
media relations, public outreach, website
maintenance, event planning, and fundraising
support. Viktor has a strong attachment to the
St. Lawrence River having lived in Iroquois
upon arriving from England as a child and it
was the river that resulted in his choice of
Brockville as the place he wanted to live. He
therefore comes by his fascination with ships
and the Seaway honestly. He is also an avid
aviation historian and photographer, has a
stained glass studio in his basement, enjoys
cooking (and consuming the results), and any
excuse to get on a plane and travel!
Alison joined the team earlier this year.
Harking from Burlington, she has degrees in
history and Museum Management and
Curatorship.
Her expertise managing and
handling artefacts and collections while at the
City of Hamilton’s cultural department and the
Museum of Health Care in Kingston has proven
to be invaluable.
She is tenacious and
committed and has shown herself to be generous
in sharing her knowledge with museum staff
and volunteers. Not only does she handle the
day-to-day registration of artefacts and
management of the museum’s collection, she has
led our “Open Drawer” project by which we are
converting all of our paper records to electronic
records. She also takes care of the museum’s
payroll, money and accounts, and other
administrative duties. In her spare time she
likes to go to the family cottage near Lake of
Bays in Muskoka. She is also an avid reader,
and is currently training to run her first 5K in
April of 2015. She also considers herself a wine
Submitted by V.K.
connoisseur!
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Museum staff and supporters had a ball playing cheesy
games like “Cheese Chucking” (using Babybels of
course) at our Cheese Ball on November 14th at the
Brockville Legion. Pictured here l-r: Brian Porter, Viktor
Kaczkowski, Nancy Van Ulden and Karl Knight.

The Museum: a great place to do
a High School Co-Op Placement

Meet Jordan, Matt and Wyatt, three local high
school students who have been working at
the museum since September completing a co
-op placement. The three have been working
on the Open Drawer Project, cataloguing
objects as well as taking photographs and
inventorying the collection. They have been a
huge asset to the museum over the past four
months and we will really miss them when
they finish their placement in January.

From the Photographic Archive: King Street & Victoria Hall
The Brockville Museum has nearly 29,000 photographs in its archival collection. These images are used by
researchers and the museum to interpret and understand the past. Volunteers at the Brockville Museum
have been working to digitize and preserve these photographs. Thanks to our Ontario Trillium Foundation
grant, the Brockville Museum will be able to make these photographs more accessible to the public in the
coming years.
In order to highlight the museum’s photographic collection, we recently introduced a new segment to our
newsletters featuring photographs from the archives. In this issue, we take a look at King Street and
Victoria Hall. We hope you will enjoy!

c1890

c1970

c1930

c2010

c1940
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Victoria Hall (Brockville’s Town Hall) was erected
during the years 1862-64. The building contract was
awarded on September 15, 1862 to John Steacy, Jr.
(and David S. Booth, his partner) while William
Fitzsimmons, the mayor and an experienced builder
himself, was appointed to oversee the construction.
H. H. Horsey had originally estimated the total cost
of the new building to be $26,000.00 but costs may
have eventually exceeded that. Work began in the
fall of 1862 and continued through 1863 and into
1864 as the workmen tried to complete the final
details.
Submitted by N.W.

“Deaccessioning” is not a Dirty Word
The Open Drawer Project has allowed the
Brockville Museum the unique opportunity to
view our collection on an item by item basis,
making this an excellent time to determine
where there may be duplicates and gaps in our
collection. Our goal is to develop a collection
that is comprehensive, covers all eras, and
represents all facets of life in Brockville.
To accomplish this, we have to assess our
current holdings and weed out those things that
do not fit our mandate, are damaged or
deteriorating and are otherwise unmanageable.
This is a formal process undertaken by all
museums known as deaccessioning. The
definition of deaccessioning is “the process of
permanently removing an object or objects from
a museum’s collection.” We are carrying out
this process in an appropriate manner and with
thoughtful consideration.

to enhancing the museum’s collection and care.
Any objects that we find are damaged beyond
repair or which present safety and health risks
will be disposed of in a proper fashion.
We believe that it is important that you
understand the museum is not selling or giving
away donated objects unethically or without
careful consideration. We acknowledge that our
collection represents a public trust, and that
objects are
accepted
into
ourdemolition
collection
with1961)
the
Smart’s
complex
before
(about
presumption of permanence. That being said,
deaccessioning is an integral part of responsible
collections management, a process carried out by
museums around the world, both large and
small. Ultimately this process will strengthen the
value of our collection and enhance our ability to
share our stories.
Submitted by A.D.

Grounds for an object to be considered for
deaccession include:
 The collecting focus of the museum has
been refined or altered
 Multiple examples of the object already
exist in the collection
 The object has been damaged or is
deteriorating
 The object can no longer be suitably stored
 The object would be more relevant at
another public institution
 The object is deemed to be a reproduction
As a museum, we are committed to an open and
transparent process. Once the Collection
Committee has approved an object for
deaccession, it will first be offered as a gift,
transfer, or exchange to another museum or
public collection. According to museum best
practices and standards, if no public institution
is able to take the object, it may then be offered
for sale through a publicly advertised auction
with the funds obtained from the sale allocated
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Alison is pictured here cataloguing and numbering
artifacts from St. Alban’s School for Boys which had been
on display in Beecher House.

Lecture Series Returns!
One of our most popular programs will be
returning on February 3, 2015: our Annual
Winter Lecture Series. This year, we will be
seeing some returning speakers as well as
welcoming some new faces.
All the lectures begin at 10:00 am and finish at
12:00 noon. They are held all four Tuesdays in
February and the first Tuesday in March. The
cost for the series remains unchanged from last
year. Each lecture is $8, or $35 for the series.
I don’t want to give too much away, but the
series will begin with Brian Porter and a look at
the 200th anniversary of his alter ego, Sir John A.
Macdonald. Our next lecturer, Richard Brisson,
will explore the WWII cryptology and
cryptanalysis of the German Enigma machine.
The announcements of the other speakers will be
published in the coming weeks.

Legends & Lore Bus Tour

We are taking bookings for the Lecture Series
now. Simply call or drop by the museum to
reserve your seat. With this being a popular
event, it is not unheard of for the hall to sell out.
Much of that is likely due to the cookies
provided by our volunteers!
Submitted by A.M.

Friends Receive Ross McNeil
Foundation Grant
The Friends of the Brockville Museum recently
received a grant from the Ross McNeil
Foundation to help encourage more local
schools to visit the museum, specifically to see
the new Col. Curry exhibit and take part in the
museum’s Poppies, Poems and Special Effects
program which looks at the story of three
Brockville Soldiers from the First World War
using primary documents. The $1000 grant will
help cover program and transportation costs for
classes on a first come, first served basis. If you
have a class that would like to participate,
please contact Amy.

Submitted by N.W.
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On October 4th, Museum Educator, Amy Mackie
took patrons on a journey through the mysterious
past of the United Counties of Leeds and
Grenville. The bus tour featured stops at the Blue
Church, Battle of the Windmill, Spencerville Mill,
Limerick Forest, Charleston Lake and LaRue Mills
Cemetery (pictured here). Amy’s captivating
stories distracted everyone from the rain and our
bus driver Bob made sure that we all stayed
warm. Thank you to all who joined us for our
country drive.

our American neighbours at the time.
Please note: due to the Winter Lecture Series,
there will be no Tea With Amy in February and
March. However, it will be returning on April
9th.
Mark your calendars for the second Thursday of
the month at 2pm and join us for a cup of tea and
a chance to share some fascinating stories from
Brockville’s past:

Amy shares stories about local dance halls at a recent
Tea with Amy.

What is Tea With Amy?
In July of 2014, we introduced a new program
for museum visitors. Tea With Amy is a
chance to gather in the Carriage Hall for a
presentation and a cup of tea, of course!

January 8th
April 9th
May 14th

June 11th
July 9th
August 13

September 10th
October 8th
November 12th
Submitted by A.M.

Ironing in Archives?

Each Tea With Amy centres around a theme
and includes a 30-45 minute presentation on
the topic. However, this is NOT a lecture.
Throughout the session many stories are
shared and questions are asked. As you may
have guessed, the presenter is our own
Interpretation & Public Program Coordinator:
Amy Mackie.
A few months ago, we had a great discussion
about the former dance halls in Brockville;
another day, we looked into the lives of local
soldiers during the Great War. The topics
change, but the price is the same: free with
museum admission. Remember, as a museum
member, your admission is always FREE.
Held on the second Thursday of the month at
2:00 pm, the topic for January 8th will be ‘The
River in Winter.’ This will give us a chance to
look at how our use of the river changes in the
wintertime and how this could be a dangerous
thing – depending on our relationship with
7

Alison and Natalie are pictured here ironing a
product called Marvelseal on the plywood wall in
the expanded archives room. Off-gassing from
wood products can damage archival documents, so
before any documents were moved into the new
room a heat-sealed, archival-quality product called
Marvelseal was applied to the wall. Oh! The many
tasks of a curator.

Spotlight on Volunteers
Pillar
of
t he
museum,
Doris
Stewart,
will
celebrate her 20th
anniversary as a
volunteer
in
2015.
Diligent,
punctual,
and
dependable she is
this
volunteer
coordinator’s
dream volunteer!
Ninety-year-old Doris Stewart
all dolled up for the Brockville
Museum’s 1920s Murder
Mystery Dinner.

I asked her the
other day, “what
made you volunteer
at the museum”. I was expecting the usual
answer “I love the history”, but Doris being
Doris said, “my friend Dorothea said she
needed help”. (Some of you may remember
that Dr. Dorothea Kulis was a long-time
museum supporter and was instrumental in
establishing our beautiful gardens).

remembers meeting former MP John Matheson
and “Brockette” Noreen Kelly in particular.
Being the start of a new year, I asked her if she
had a new year’s resolution – her typical Doris
reply was “to stay above ground”. You can’t
argue with that!
Staff at the Brockville Museum would like to
thank Doris for all her hard work and
dedication, and for helping to train so many
other front desk volunteers over the years.
Thank you Doris!

Doris, like many in the community, lived here
when she was young. She went to Victoria
Public School and BCI, left Brockville after
completing high-school but returned in 1990 to
help take care of her mother.
She remembers coming to the museum when it
first opened, when the museum consisted of just
Beecher House. When you would come in,
Cathy Bigalow would shout from the upstairs
“can I help you?” Things improved once the
new addition opened and it now seems quite
fitting that it is Doris who is now greeting
visitors. She went on to explain that during
quiet time at the front desk she likes to knit
since if she reads she worries about nodding off!
I asked her what she enjoys about the museum.
Her reply was “the relaxed atmosphere and the
opportunity to meet interesting people”. She
8

Volunteer Derek McCombie has been busy working on
scanning the McCormick images from the McCormick
collection since July 2014.

Volunteer Anniversary
Recognition
As the year draws to a close we would like to
highlight those volunteers who celebrated
milestone anniversaries this year.
Celebrating 5 years:


Alleine Nause (visitor services)



Jean Ouellet (visitor services, Friends of
the Brockville Museum, & Open Drawer
project)



Chuck Quick (visitor services & Open
Drawer project)



Nancy Van Ulden (visitor services &
Open Drawer project)

Volunteer Pot-Luck

Congratulations to all of you on these
important milestones!

On December 10th we invited our volunteers to
a Christmas potluck and get-together. Of
course this was the day of the first big
snowstorm of the season, however, over 20
brave souls ventured out into the elements to
join us. There was no shortage of tasty food
and animated conversation.

The museum has prospered more than ever in
2014 thanks to the
efforts of our
volunteers. Over 25 new volunteers joined our
ranks and the number of volunteer hours given
to the museum has increased sharply over last
year. We are very pleased to report that
substantial progress has been made with the
Open Drawer project. All of our threedimensional objects have now been inputted
into the catalogue and the catalogue is now
available online! In 2015 we will be starting on
entering all of the museum images into the
electronic catalogue which although a challenge
will be a very interesting task for everyone.

A Roaring Good Time

Celebrating 15 years:


Don Ruston (collections committee)

We applaud all of you, our volunteers, for your
continuing commitment - the museum would
not be able to keep its doors open if it weren’t
for you!
Submitted by V.K.
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On October 17th a 1920s dinner party was held
in the Carriage Hall… and there was a murder
(or two)! Well, not really, but we did hold our
first ever Murder Mystery Dinner, to great
success.
Guests came in costumes and
character and dined on fabulous 1920s fare.
Special thanks to Rachel Marks and her actors
for putting on a good interactive show, and to
everyone who came out and participated.

R.H. Lindsay
Submitted by Bonnie Burke

“Brockville at Twilight”, watercolour, by R.H. Lindsay. From the Brockville Museum’s collection.

A few months after my retirement from the
Brockville Museum, Rev. Allan Duncan, retired
minister of First Presbyterian Church, asked
me to join him and fellow Presbyterian Harold
Kelly in organizing the archives of First
Church. We have had a wonderful time going
through some very old records especially those
of Rev. Wm. Smart 1812. Rev. Duncan was
such a knowledgeable man and we learned so
much from him. Rev. Duncan passed away a
few months ago. We are carrying on the work
he enjoyed doing so much.
In November, Sandra and Harold Kelly and I
were in the tower room looking for old
photographs.
We found two very large
military honour rolls which were produced by
R. H. Lindsay. These listed the members of
First Church who served in WWI. I was so
excited to see these. I learned that not many
people in our congregation knew about this
artist. We put the framed rolls on display for
our Remembrance Day Service and our
congregation really enjoyed seeing these long
forgotten military works of art.
I was asked to share a little information on R.
H. Lindsay for our church bulletin and thought
you too may enjoy reading about this very
talented artist.
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About Robert Henry Lindsay
Robert Henry Lindsay was born in Prescott in
1868. His family moved to Brockville when he
was a young boy and he remained a resident
until
his
death
in
1938.
Lindsay’s professional artistic endeavours
began when he worked for the James Smart
Manufacturing Company painting machinery.
While employed there he became a student of
the noted Canadian artist Percy Woodcock who
was the principal instructor at the Brockville
Art School. Lindsay eventually succeeded
Woodcock at the school and began in earnest
his painting career. Lindsay would go on to
much local fame and come to be regarded as
one of Canada’s best. He exhibited around the
world – United States, Ireland, and western
Canada.
In 1895 Lindsay opened an art studio on Main
Street, later 38 King St. West. The business not
only sold art, but also offered framing, painting
restoration and many other art-related services.
In 1911 Lindsay became a member of the
prestigious Arts Club of Montreal. Also in that
year he became the art instructor at Brockville
Collegiate Institute. He also taught at St.

world. He loved reading good books and served
on the library board for forty years, was the first
honorary member of the Brockville Rowing club,
and helped raise money for numerous charities
by giving lantern shows about art to enthusiastic
audiences. He was known for his story-telling,
his sense of humour, his optimism and his
willingness to lend a hand. A friend of the
Lindsays recalled Lindsay once told her what he
looked forward to in heaven: “I’ll have a whole
tub of paint and splash it on with a broom”.
Lindsay’s work continues to delight both visitors
and local people. With his brushes he captured a
way of life and a time that is now only a
memory to many Brockvillians. He gave First
Presbyterian Church two wonderful pieces of art
to help us remember those who served so
bravely during the ‘Great War’.

Submitted by Bonnie Burke, photos from the Brockville Museum

Alban’s Boys School. In 1921, Mayor J. M.
Dobbie commissioned Lindsay to paint a large
version of the town seal to be placed above the
Mayor’s chair in the council chamber.
In 1908 Robert Lindsay married Margaret E.
Boucher. Mrs. Lindsay was a member of First
Presbyterian Church and was interested in the
Women’s Missionary Society. She was a member
of the Individual Responsibility Group (this later
became the Evening Missionary Society). Mr.
Lindsay helped raise money for First
Presbyterian Church by having an exhibit of
Irish art at the church. He held a ‘Night of
Robert Burns’ at BCIVS auditorium where he
designed a large gold picture frame on the stage,
projected his paintings onto the frame, people
portrayed characters in pantomime and read
Burns poetry.
Whenever Lindsay could find time, he would
take out his bicycle, load up his paint box and
ride off to the river to paint. He was a true lover
of nature and his creations in oils and water
colours reflected the beauties of land, sea, river
and sky in this area and various parts of the
11

What we’re planning for 2015

Winter-Spring Calendar of Events

It’s a little early for all the details yet, but staff have
been busy coming up with new and exciting
programs and events for 2015.

January 8th:
Tea with Amy @ 2pm: Winter on the River

We will be bringing back Tea with Amy and
annual favourites like the Lecture Series, Book Sale
and Silent Auction, but we also hope to introduce
new events to our lineup.

February 3rd:
Lecture Series @ 10am: Brian Porter
February 10th:
Lecture Series @ 10am: Richard Brisson

By popular demand, rest assured that we are
planning another Beer Tasting event, probably for
November.

February 14th:
Friends Annual General Meeting @ 10am

For July and August we are hoping to offer evening
walking tours of Brockville on the theme: Crimes
and Criminals. Who knew that Brockville had such
a seedy past… we did! And now we want to share
these stories with you and our visitors. Look for
more details in the spring.

February 16th:
Family Day @ the Museum

The Brockville Museum will be hosting the Eastern
Ontario British Home Child Day on September
26th.
This annual event brings together
researchers, genealogists (amateur and
professional) and heritage organizations to discuss
and celebrate British Home Child heritage in
Canada.
We are also planning a number of new exhibits for
2015 starting with a flag exhibit celebrating John
Ross Matheson’s contributions and fifty years of
the Canadian Flag. We will also continue to
develop the “Made in Brockville” theme and the
“People of Brockville” panels. We are also aiming
to do a new railway exhibit and plan to wrap up
the year with “A Wartime Christmas” exhibit to
replace the “Wartime Photographs of Col. Curry”
exhibit in the Annex.
This is definitely an
ambitious list of exhibits, but we hope that
changing displays will entice people to come and
visit the museum and engage in our history. That
said, exhibits aren’t cheap and we are always
looking for people to sponsor exhibits or part
thereof. Please contact the museum if you are
interested in helping out financially.
2015 is promising to be another busy year at the
museum. We hope that you will continue to
support our initiatives and spread the word!
Submitted by N.W.
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February 17th:
Lecture Series @ 10am
February 24th:
Lecture Series @ 10am
March 3rd:
Lecture Series @10am
March 17th-19th:
March Break Programming
April 9th:
Tea with Amy @ 2pm
April 27th-May8th:
Friends Book Sale
May 14th:
Tea with Amy
May 23rd-24th:
Doors Open Brockville & the 1000 Islands
June 11th:
Tea with Amy @ 2pm
June 27th-28th:
Friends Garden Tour
For more information on any of these events please check
out our website at www.brockvillemuseum.com or call us
at 613-342-4397

