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Summer is Here! 

Submitted by N.W. 

Well, the May long weekend has come and gone, 
and with  that comes the unofficial start to the 
summer tourism season.  The museum is now 
open seven days a week!  Monday-Saturday, 10-5 
and Sunday, 1-5. 

There are new faces at the museum this season 
too: our annual batch of summer students started 
in May, this year we welcomed four local 
students to our ranks. 

We also use the start of the summer season to 
spruce things up in our galleries.  This summer 
we are pleased to announce that visitors will be 

privileged to several new displays.  We’ve 
brought out some old telephones made in 
Brockville by General Electric.  And keeping 
with the “Made in Brockville” theme, we’ve 
pulled out a wide selection of objects once made 
in Brockville including fishing lures, pantyhose 
and pharmaceuticals.  And finally, back by 
popular demand is Con Darling’s tattered jacket 
and baby carriage, capping off our recent 
“People of Brockville” display. 

We’ve also got some new events planned for the 
summer, including the Friend’s of the Brockville 
Museum’s “Hidden Gardens of Brockville” tour 
on June 27 & 28, and our inaugural “Brockville’s 
Criminal Past” Historical Walking Tours will 
take place every Friday night in July and August. 

As we move ahead with 2015, we are focused on 
two major goals: continue to make progress on 
the Open Drawer Project and increase museum 
visitation.  For the Open Drawer Project, this 
means getting our paper and photographic 
records catalogued and online.  With our 
dedicated team of volunteers, this shouldn’t be a 
problem.  As for increasing visitation, this may 
take some time as we continue to  develop 
exhibitions and  improve our visibility, but 
thanks to a number of investments from the 
Friends of the Brockville Museum, we are well 
on our way! 
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Hidden Gardens of Brockville Tour  

to support the Friends of the Brockville Museum 

The Hidden Gardens of Brockville brochures 
and posters are popping up all over Brockville 
and surrounding areas, with this event taking 
place on Saturday, June 27th from 10a.m. to 
4p.m and Sunday, June 28, 11a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This fundraiser organized by the Friends of the 
Brockville Museum is in partnership with the 
Brockville and 1000 Islands Tourism with 
sponsorship by the Great Waterway South 
Eastern Ontario and Henderson Printing. 

For $10 a ticket, the public has the opportunity 
to view never-seen or would-not-normally-see 
gardens. 

“There was a slow uptake in Brockville initially 
to get gardens on the tour,” said Friends of the 
Brockville Museum co-chair Doug Smith, “but 
we do have eight, six in Brockville and two in 
Maitland.  But, the Maitland Garden of Hope 
and Mary Ann Van Barlow’s gardens were 
offered and I accepted, which did boost the 
number of gardens.” 

Each garden in this tour offers diversity. 

At 49 Pearl St. W., these heritage gardens are 
accented with an English cottage garden and a 
series of rooms showcasing poppies, lupines, 
roses and more. 

Moving onto 49 Abbott St., Hugh Campbell, a 
novice gardener now an organic food producer 
turned an asphalt lot into an annual vegetable 
garden with a series of raised beds of berry 
shrubs, grapes, black tomatoes, kiwi vines and 
fruit trees. 

Another heritage home at 14 Maple St. has wrap 
around gardens with many new plant varieties.  
This property also has another hidden garden. 

Behind 512 King St. W., fairies, gnomes and 
local wildlife can be found among the ever 
abundance of flowers and plants. 

Not all gardens are on flat ground, as seen at 

the entry West of 100 Hartley with the hillside 
g a r d e n 
escape.  The 
m a s s i v e 
e v e r g r e e n 
trees stand 
as sentries 
protect ing 
the colour 
bursts of 
s e c l u d e d 
grounds. 

Don’t miss 
the warm 
and inviting 
gardens at 
76 Orchard 
St., a place 
w h e r e 
friends and relatives gather. 

As for the two properties in Maitland, 1357 
County Road 2 gardens are plentiful with sun-
loving perennials, shrubs, shade plants and old 
favorites, irises, peonies, penstemons, daylilies, 
clematis, heucheras, hostas, ferns and 
uncommon plants. 

Over at the Maitland Garden of Hope, there are 
20 theme gardens with 5,000 perennials, grasses 
and shrubs.  Lending to nature, a registered 
monarch way station and apiary exists in co-
habitation with birds, honeybees and ground 
visitors. 

Most gardens are accessible, but be mindful of 
steep grades, uneven surface and hillsides. 

Tickets are available the Brockville Museum, 5 

Henry St. 

Article by Doreen Barnes 

Volunteers are needed for this event!   
Please contact Doug Smith at 613–342-7924  

or contact the museum. 
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Submitted by N.W. 

Introducing Ellen... 

The Friends of the Brockville applied for and 
received an 8-week “Canada Summer Jobs” 
grant from Service Canada for an Assistant 
Registrar.  We hired Ellen O’Dair for this 
position.  Originally from Brockville, Ellen is 
currently enrolled in Ancient Mediterranean 
Studies at Wilfred Laurier University, which 
has fostered an interest in working with 
historical objects.  She hopes to pursue a 
career as an archivist or museum librarian.  
Ellen will be working closely with Alison, re-
cataloguing and photographing artifacts. 

Gramophone Tour Project comes to 
Brockville for May 4th 

The Gramophone Tour Project started in the UK, 
went through England, and came to Canada by 
way of a Canadian Lancaster Bomber last 
September.  The Brockville Museum was 
contacted in late February 2015 about the 
possibility of bringing the gramophone to 
Brockville for May 4th (Remembrance of the 
Dead day in the Netherlands). 

The inspiration for the Tour was the heroic 
actions of Brockville’s Robert B. Moulton, who 
was piloting his Vickers Wellington He-727, 
NA-K in the night of May 4th, 1943. He was hit 
by a German night fighter aircraft as he was 
trying to return to the North Yorkshire RCAF 
base at Dalton. It was hit near the village of 
Wilnis.  Moulton steered the plane away from 
the village and crashed into a nearby bog, 
sacrificing his own life to save those of the 
villagers.  The whole plane disappeared into the 
peat bog, not to be seen again until 2002 after a 
half million dollar excavation campaign to raise 
the plane. 

In the summer of 2008, a group of a dozen men 
from England and Holland visited Dalton.   
They held a small ceremony, placing a 
contemporary gramophone on the airstrip.  
They found that playing it helped them to reflect 
upon their freedom and made them feel humble.  

The Gramophone then went to the Netherlands 
and was played in Wilnis.  

Today, there are two gramophones travelling to 
different military and civilian locations to 
honour the fallen: one in Canada and one in 
Europe.   

The Brockville Museum was honoured to host 
the Gramophone Tour on May 4th and hold a 
ceremony of remembrance simultaneously with 
one at the Dalton airfield and one in the village 
of Wilnis.  The local ceremony included the 
unveiling of a "People of Brockville" panel 
honouring Moulton, the reading of "High 
Flight", the playing of the gramophone, and 
a performance by Brockville’s Dutch Choir. The 
museum was especially honoured to have 
members of Moulton's family in attendance. 

Photos of the Wilnis ceremony are posted on 
our Facebook page. 
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From the Photographic Archive: King Street & Market St. E. 
In this issue’s “From the Photographic Archives”, we take a look at a recent acquisition that came to 
us by way of Clayton, New York, initially as a research request and as a bit of a mystery.   

The historian there came across this photograph and was trying to place it.  Research on the internet 
of some of the businesses featured suggested that it might be Brockville.  Hoping to gain some 
insight, the Clayton historian sent us a copy of the image.   

Admittedly, when we first looked at it, we couldn’t place it.  Most of the photos that we are used to 
seeing of Brockville are dated after 1910.  At first glace, there were no distinguishing features in this 
frame that made us think, “Brockville”.  But, ever the curious historians ourselves, we went digging.  
We too did an internet search, and sure enough, Poulin’s Cigar Factory, for one, came up as 
identifiably Brockville .  So, with it fairly 
well established that his was indeed 
Brockvil le ,  we dove into our 
photographic archives to place the 
buildings.  And did we ever!  These 
photos of King Street (included to the 
right) helped identify the prominent 
building on the corner (where the 
Wedgewood now stands). 

This was a fun and fulfilling little 
research project.  The historian in 
Clayton was pleased that we solved the 
mystery and in turn donated the picture 
to the Brockville Museum.   

Submitted by N.W. 

Above: Cropped photos from the museum’s collection c.1909 & c. 1892. 

Below: mystery picture from Clayton. 
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It is hard to believe that we have reached the 
one year mark for our Open Drawer Project!  
Volunteer involvement and enthusiasm for this 
project has far surpassed our expectations.  
Logging over 2,500 hours to date, volunteers 
have entered all of our three dimensional 
objects into the new online database. Thanks to 
the help of our new volunteer photographer, 
images of some of our artifacts can now be 
viewed online through the Brockville Museum’s 
website. We encourage everyone to take a look 
at the database and read about the many 
artifacts that the Brockville Museum has in its 
collection (new information being added daily). 
  

The second phase of the project began in April 
of this year with volunteers entering in 
information on our paper and photographic 
collection. With 29,000 archival objects in total, 
most with little or no information recorded 
about them, this phase is more in-depth and 
requires a hands-on approach from our 
volunteers. In the coming months, volunteers 
will receive extensive care and handling 
training, and will then have the opportunity to 
handle some of our paper and photographic 
objects as they record descriptions, history, 
dimensions and condition remarks. This 
information is crucial to building background 
information and context for objects. Being able 
to identify the location and people in a 
photograph makes the object that much more 
meaningful.  Not surprising, volunteers are 
looking forward to getting their gloved hands on 
these artifacts and putting their training to use.  
 

In concert with the data entry activities of the 
Open Drawer Project, the museum’s collection 
storage rooms have undergone drastic 
reorganization in an effort to improve space 
efficiencies, access, and object preservation.  
Thanks to on-going contributions from The 
Friends of the Brockville Museum towards 
conservation supplies, new archival boxes were 

recently purchased.  These specialty boxes offer 
a safe storage option for paper and 
photographic artifacts, help prevent 
deterioration, and meet professional 
preservation and conservation standards.  
Using these boxes also makes artifacts more 
easily retrievable and allows us to better share 
more of Brockville’s unique stories with our 
community. 
 

Thank you to the Friends of the Brockville 
Museum for their on-going financial 
commitment to this exciting project and to our 
many volunteers who have been diligently 
working to make this long-planned initiative a 
reality! 

Open Drawer Project Update 

Submitted by A.D. 

Alison is pictured here providing a “behind-the-scenes” 

tour of the museum’s textile storage room during Doors 

Open on May 23rd.  Tours were offered hourly during 

the two day event and provided an introduction on 

artifact care and conservation as well as collections 

management. Visitors were invited to explore the Textile 

Room, the Archive Room and our three-dimensional 

object Storage Room. 

Volunteers needed for Hidden 
Gardens of Brockville 
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Upcoming Exhibits 
 

We are in the midst of a five-year exhibit re-
vitalization plan at the museum.  We started in 
2013 with the Hat Exhibit.  In 2014 we unveiled a 
temporary exhibit on the Wartime Photographs 
of Col. Curry (now on until September).  During 
this time we also worked to re-organize and up-
date some of our other existing displays.  We’ve 
also worked to incorporate our two interpretive 
themes: “Made in Brockville” and “The People of 
Brockville”.  Earlier this year we removed the St. 
Alban’s School exhibit and replaced it with a 
temporary exhibit celebrating 50 years of our flag 
(on now until the end of July). 
 

We’ve got an ambitious plan for the next 2 years 
which includes temporary displays and 
permanent exhibits: 
 

August: The Life and Works of William Butler Yeats: 
a travelling exhibit presented by the National 
Library of Ireland and brought to the Brockville 
Museum in partnership with the Brockville Irish 
Cultural Society. 
 

September: Stitching Expressions: an exhibition 
by the Artistic Stitchers showcasing their 
impressive needlepoint creations. 
 

October 2015—January 2016: Holidays Back Home
– Brockville & WWII: a holiday-themed exhibit 
that explores how people kept traditions alive 
despite the challenges of War. 
 

Opening in Winter 2016: Brockville’s Railway 
History: a new permanent exhibit examining 
Brockville’s rich railway history. 
 

October 2016: The Barn Raising Project: a 
travelling exhibition featuring 40 pieces of 
traditional hooked artwork depicting the rural 
barns of Canada.  Presented in partnership with 
Brockville’s Hooking Craft Guild. 
 

January 2017-December 2017: How Brockville 
Celebrated the Centennial: a temporary exhibit 
looking back on 1967 in Brockville. 

More People Unveiled 

Chairman of the Board of Management and 
“People of Brockville” exhibit panel sponsor, 
Brian Porter, shares  some of his favourite stories 
about Major Walsh during the Friends of the 
Brockville Museum Annual General Meeting and 
“People of Brockville” exhibit panel unveiling 
ceremony on February 14th.  Five new panels 
were unveiled that day, including Walsh. 

Introducing Cole and Mallory... 

Between Victoria Day and Labour Day weekends, 
the museum is open seven days a week!  To cover 
weekend front desk shifts, we hire local students. 
This year, we welcome Cole Pettum and Mallory 
Phillips. 

Submitted by N.W. 

Volunteers needed for Hidden 
Gardens of Brockville 
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Introducing Emily... 

Introducing Emily Tobin, this summer’s 
Interpretation and Programming Assistant.  Emily is 
currently studying concurrent education at Queen’s 
University and hopes to one day be a high school 
English teacher.  Here she is engaged in a typical 
first week job at the museum: combing through our 
craft supplies in search of inspiration for a program!  
This position has been funded through a Young 
Canada Works grant. 

Submitted by A.M. 

This summer, join us for a 
walking tour… if you dare 

 
 

When the Counties Courthouse relocated to 
Brockville, it brought with it some amazing 
stories and changed the town forever.  Even 
back in the 1800s, courtroom galleries were 
packed with curious onlookers and detailed 
trial reports sold newspapers…but 
proceedings inside the Courthouse were just 
the beginning.  Historically, the mean streets 
of Brockville have harboured some vicious 
criminals and seen violent crimes.   
 

This summer, guides from the Brockville 
Museum will recount the stories from 
“Brockville’s Criminal Past”.    
 

For those that dare: you will hear the story of 
one of Canada’s largest bank heists, the 
twisted tale of the last man hanged in 
Brockville, the frightening account of a mass 
shooting and discover exactly what happened 
to John Simpson’s skin. 
 

Warning: some of the stories are graphic and 
the tour is not recommended for children 
under 10 years of age. 
 

Tickets are available at Brockville Museum 
prior to tour departures. 

July 7-9  

Soldiers of the Stage 

Aug. 11-13  

Children’s Summer Programs 
For kids age 6-11 

 

 
 
 

 

$30/child for members 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Fun at the Circus 

HOMETOWN HEROES 

CURATOR FOR A DAY 

July 21-23  

10am-noon each day 

Aug. 25-27 
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Spotlight on Volunteers 

Volunteer Nicholas Legault joined us in 
February after expressing an interest in 
photography.  His timing was perfect! He has 
been spending his time taking museum-
standard photographs of the museum’s artifacts 
for the online database.  Museum 
Administrative Assistant/Registrar, Alison 
Dingledine told me how pleased she is with his 
work and his diligence and attention to detail, 
which is so necessary when undertaking this 
kind of work.  
 

His “black” image hides a cheery disposition.  
Don’t let his clothing choices fool you. As he 
explains “I wore lots of bright colours as a child 
and then I decided I didn’t like them anymore”. 
Black is now his colour of choice, right down to 
the gloves!  He laughs as he explains further, 
“I’ve been called “the priest” or even “the 
undertaker” because I’m always in black. The 
gloves are not a fashion statement though, due 
to anaphylaxis he is deathly allergic to many 
foods and the gloves are a preventive measure 
against direct contact. 
 

That doesn’t slow him down in any way – he is 
an avid photographer, reader, and driver.  His 
favourite photographic themes are wildlife and 
nature.  His love of driving is a natural adjunct. 
He enjoys exploring country roads, looking for 
places to take pictures.  Trying to get lost on 
lonely back roads adds to experience, “you 
never know where you are going to end up…
and that just adds to the fun!”  Nicholas also 
reads over 100 books per year, no particular 
genre, just whatever strikes his fancy.  Not 
surprisingly, Nicholas also volunteers at the 
Brockville Public Library, where he has been for 
just over a year, and also with the Youth 
Volunteer Group (which is part of the 
Employment and Education Centre). 
 

I asked Nicholas to tell me something curious 
about himself…apparently his birthday is July 
1st, but he wasn’t born on just any July 1st, he 
was born on Canada’s 125th birthday…

Nicholas’ 25th birthday it seems, should be 
quite a party!! 
 

So if you come across a young man dressed in 
black driving a silver Jeep on a dirt road, don’t 
worry, it’s just our volunteer Nicholas trying to 
find his way home! 

Nicholas in the textile room photographing an assortment 
of Brockville-related ball caps. 

The Brockville Museum 
was thrilled to welcome 
another high school co-
op student this spring.  
Alex LaCroix, from St. 
Mary, has been busy 
working on the Open 
Drawer Project and 
helping with the 
reorganization of the 
Archives Room. 

Submitted by V.K. 

Volunteers needed for Hidden 
Gardens of Brockville 
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Submitted by N.W. 

Friends Receive Sad News 

As we were wrapping up production of this 
issue of the Monitor, we received the sad news 
that Friends Executive member, Robert Palmer 
had passed away. 

Robert joined the Friends Executive in 2014  
and has been a tremendous supporter of the 
museum over the past several years, not only 
financially, but in his contagious enthusiasm 
and un-relentless bolster-ism.   

Robert will truly be missed by his museum 
family.   

New Banners 

Thanks to the Friends of the Brockville Museum 
three banners were purchased last fall.  They 
were installed this spring by volunteer, Greg 
Healy.  They add a pop of colour to the Water 
Street side of the museum building and are 
visible from St. Paul Street to St. Andrew Street. 

The images on the three banners represent 
Brockville’s people, Brockville’s industrious 
past, and our connection to the river.   

An over-grown bush had to be removed from 
next to the building in order to make the 
banners fully visible.  This labourious task was 
performed by volunteer, Scott Mackie. 

The Carriage Hall full of books on the first day of the 
annual Book Sale.  Photo by Ralph  Newson. This year’s 
sale was the best we have ever had.  Thanks to an 
excellent effort on the part of the Friends of the 
Brockville Museum a record total of $1,635 was raised. 

Volunteers needed for Hidden 
Gardens of Brockville 

Robert Palmer with his “girls” at our volunteer pot-luck 
in December 2014. 
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Summer-Fall Calendar of Events 
 

Thursday, June 11th:  
Tea with Amy Viktor @ 2pm 

Cruising Blockhouse 
 

Saturday & Sunday, June 27th-28th: 
Hidden Gardens of Brockville 

 
Every Friday in July & August starting July 3rd:  

Brockville’s Criminal Past Historical Walking Tour 
@ 4pm & 7pm 

 
Thursday, July 9th:  

Tea with Amy @ 2pm 
Guess the Artifact  

 
Thursday, August 13th:  
Tea with Amy @ 2pm 

Ferry Services  
 

Friday, August 28th: 
Last presentation of “Brockville’s Criminal Past” 

 
Thursday, September 10th:  

Tea with Amy @ 2pm 
The Fall Fair 

 
Friday & Saturday, September 18th & 19th:  

Silent Auction 
 

Saturday, September 26th:  
Ontario East British Home Child Day Festivities 

 
Thursday, October 8th: 
Tea with Amy @ 2pm 

Cemeteries 
 

Wednesday, October 28th (tentative date): 
Montreal “Beaver Hall Group” Exhibit Bus Tour 

 
Thursday, November 12th:  

Tea with Amy @ 2pm 
 

Friday, November 27th: 
Raising a Pint for the Brockville Museum 

 
 

For more information on any of these events please check 
out our website at www.brockvillemuseum.com or call us 

at 613-342-4397 

Looking ahead to 2017 
 

Yes, that’s right, “2017”.  Communities across 
Canada are preparing for our 150th birthday 
celebration!  And we at the Brockville Museum will 
not let the festivities pass us by.  So, what are we 
planning?  
We’re looking back at 1967 and all its glory! 

Centennial and Centeen Parks, the Youth Arena, 
parades and dances.  How did Brockville celebrate 
the Centennial?  We are preparing an exhibit that 
celebrates how we celebrate.   
The Centennial marked a period of significant 
community building across the country, I dare you 
to find a town in this country that doesn’t have a 
Centennial arena, park, or community centre.  In 
this sense, Brockville’s story may not be unique, 
but how we marked 100 years is a pivotal story in 
how we developed as a community.  We hope that 
you will be as excited to step back to the 1960s as 
we are. 
Do you have a special memory, photo or souvenir 
of celebrating the Centennial in Brockville?  We’d 
love for you to share it with us.  Contact us to find 
out how. 

Submitted by N.W. 

Opening of Centennial Park, 1967.  Recorder & Times Collection. 

Westminster School, 1967.  Recorder & Times Collection. 


