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Summer is Here!  

Submitted by N.W. 

Well, the May long weekend has come and gone, 
and with  that comes the unofficial start to the 
summer tourism season.  The museum is now 
open seven days a week!  Monday-Saturday, 10-5 
and Sunday, 1-5. 

There are new faces at the museum this season 
too: our annual batch of summer students started 
in May, this year we welcomed four local 
students to our ranks. 

We also use the start of the summer season to 
spruce things up in our galleries.  This summer 
we are pleased to announce that visitors will be 

privileged to several new displays.  Weõve 
brought out some old telephones made in 
Brockville by General Electric.  And keeping 
with the òMade in Brockvilleó theme, weõve 
pulled out a wide selection of objects once made 
in Brockville including fishing lures, pantyhose 
and pharmaceuticals.  And finally, back by 
popular demand is Con Darlingõs tattered jacket 
and baby carriage, capping off our recent 
òPeople of Brockvilleó display. 

Weõve also got some new events planned for the 
summer, including the Friendõs of the Brockville 
Museumõs òHidden Gardens of Brockvilleó tour 
on June 27 & 28, and our inaugural òBrockvilleõs 
Criminal Pastó Historical Walking Tours will 
take place every Friday night in July and August.  

As we move ahead with 2015, we are focused on 
two major goals: continue to make progress on 
the Open Drawer Project and increase museum 
visitation.  For the Open Drawer Project, this 
means getting our paper and photographic 
records catalogued and online.  With our 
dedicated team of volunteers, this shouldnõt be a 
problem.  As for increasing visitation, this may 
take some time as we continue to  develop 
exhibitions and  improve our visibility, but 
thanks to a number of investments from the 
Friends of the Brockville Museum, we are well 
on our way!  
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Hidden Gardens of Brockville Tour  

to support the Friends of the Brockville Museum  

The Hidden Gardens of Brockville brochures 
and posters are popping up all over Brockville 
and surrounding areas, with this event taking 
place on Saturday, June 27th from 10a.m. to 
4p.m and Sunday, June 28, 11a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This fundraiser organized by the Friends of the 
Brockville Museum is in partnership with the 
Brockville and 1000 Islands Tourism with 
sponsorship by the Great Waterway South 
Eastern Ontario and Henderson Printing.  

For $10 a ticket, the public has the opportunity 
to view never -seen or would-not-normally -see 
gardens. 

òThere was a slow uptake in Brockville initially 
to get gardens on the tour,ó said Friends of the 
Brockville Museum co -chair Doug Smith, òbut 
we do have eight, six in Brockville and two in 
Maitland.  But, the Maitland Garden of Hope 
and Mary Ann Van Barlowõs gardens were 
offered and I accepted, which did boost the 
number of gardens.ó 

Each garden in this tour offers diversity.  

At 49 Pearl St. W., these heritage gardens are 
accented with an English cottage garden and a 
series of rooms showcasing poppies, lupines, 
roses and more. 

Moving onto 49 Abbott St., Hugh Campbell, a 
novice gardener now an organic food producer 
turned an asphalt lot into an annual vegetable 
garden with a series of raised beds of berry 
shrubs, grapes, black tomatoes, kiwi vines and 
fruit trees. 

Another heritage home at 14 Maple St. has wrap 
around gardens with many new plant varieties.  
This property also has another hidden garden. 

Behind 512 King St. W., fairies, gnomes and 
local wildlife can be found among the ever 
abundance of flowers and plants. 

Not all gardens are on flat ground, as seen at 

the entry West of 100 Hartley with the hillside 
g a r d e n 
escape.  The 
m a s s i v e 
e v e r g r e e n 
trees stand 
as sentries 
protect ing 
the colour 
bursts of 
s e c l u d e d 
grounds. 

Donõt miss 
the warm 
and inviting 
gardens at 
76 Orchard 
St., a place 
w h e r e 
friends and relatives gather. 

As for the two properties in Maitland, 1357 
County Road 2 gardens are plentiful with sun -
loving perennials, shrubs, shade plants and old 
favorites, irises, peonies, penstemons, daylilies, 
clematis, heucheras, hostas, ferns and 
uncommon plants.  

Over at the Maitland Garden of Hope, there are 
20 theme gardens with 5,000 perennials, grasses 
and shrubs.  Lending to nature, a registered 
monarch way station and apiary exists in co-
habitation with birds, honeybees and ground 
visitors.  

Most gardens are accessible, but be mindful of 
steep grades, uneven surface and hillsides. 

Tickets are available the Brockville Museum, 5 

Henry St. 

Article by Doreen Barnes 

Volunteers are needed for this event !   
Please contact Doug Smith at 613ð342-7924  

or contact the museum. 
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Submitted by N.W. 

Introducing Ellen...  

The Friends of the Brockville applied for and 
received an 8-week òCanada Summer Jobsó 
grant from Service Canada for an Assistant 
Registrar.  We hired Ellen OõDair for this 
position.  Originally from Brockville, Ellen is 
currently enrolled in Ancient Mediterranean 
Studies at Wilfred Laurier University, which 
has fostered an interest in working with 
historical objects.  She hopes to pursue a 
career as an archivist or museum librarian.  
Ellen will be working closely with Alison, re -
cataloguing and photographing artifacts.  

Gramophone Tour Project comes to 
Brockville for May 4th  

The Gramophone Tour Project started in the UK, 
went through England, and came to Canada by 
way of a Canadian Lancaster Bomber last 
September.  The Brockville Museum was 
contacted in late February 2015 about the 
possibility of bringing the gramophone to 
Brockville for May 4 th (Remembrance of the 
Dead day in the Netherlands).  

The inspiration for the Tour was the heroic 
actions of Brockvilleõs Robert B. Moulton, who 
was piloting his Vickers Wellington He -727, 
NA -K in the night of May 4 th, 1943. He was hit 
by a German night fighter aircraft as he was 
trying to return to the North Yorkshire RCAF 
base at Dalton. It was hit near the village of 
Wilnis.  Moulton steered the plane away from 
the village and crashed into a nearby bog, 
sacrificing his own life to save those of the 
villagers.  The whole plane disappeared into the 
peat bog, not to be seen again until 2002 after a 
half million dollar excavation campaign to raise 
the plane. 

In the summer of 2008, a group of a dozen men 
from England and Holland visited Dalton.   
They held a small ceremony, placing a 
contemporary gramophone on the airstrip.  
They found that playing it helped them to reflect 
upon their freedom and made them feel humble.  

The Gramophone then went to the Netherlands 
and was played in Wilnis.  

Today, there are two gramophones travelling to 
different military and civilian locations to 
honour the fallen: one in Canada and one in 
Europe.   

The Brockville Museum was honoured to host 
the Gramophone Tour on May 4 th and hold a 
ceremony of remembrance simultaneously with 
one at the Dalton airfield and one in the village 
of Wilnis.  The local ceremony included the 
unveiling of a "People of Brockville" panel 
honouring Moulton, the reading of "High 
Flight", the playing of the gramophone, and 
a performance by Brockvilleõs Dutch Choir. The 
museum was especially honoured to have 
members of Moulton's family in attendance.  

Photos of the Wilnis ceremony are posted on 
our Facebook page. 
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From the Photographic Archive: King Street & Market St. E.  
In this issueõs òFrom the Photographic Archivesó, we take a look at a recent acquisition that came to 
us by way of Clayton, New York, initially as a research request and as a bit of a mystery.   

The historian there came across this photograph and was trying to place it.  Research on the internet 
of some of the businesses featured suggested that it might be Brockville.  Hoping to gain some 
insight, the Clayton historian sent us a copy of the image.   

Admittedly, when we first looked at it, we couldnõt place it.  Most of the photos that we are used to 
seeing of Brockville are dated after 1910.  At first glace, there were no distinguishing features in this 
frame that made us think, òBrockvilleó.  But, ever the curious historians ourselves, we went digging.  
We too did an internet search, and sure enough, Poulinõs Cigar Factory, for one, came up as 
identifiably Brockville .  So, with it fairly 
well established that his was indeed 
Brockv i l le,  we dove into our 
photographic archives to place the 
buildings.  And did we ever!  These 
photos of King Street (included to the 
right) helped identify the prominent 
building on the corner (where the 
Wedgewood now stands). 

This was a fun and fulfilling little 
research project.  The historian in 
Clayton was pleased that we solved the 
mystery and in turn donated the picture 
to the Brockville Museum.   

Submitted by N.W. 

Above: Cropped photos from the museumõs collection c.1909 & c. 1892. 

Below: mystery picture from Clayton. 


